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Nagayo, Yoshiro The Bronze Christ 
Mar. 27,1959. 159p. $3.50. (Ila) 


you enjoy the realism Jacques Maritain—and the 
soul-searching insight Graham Greene his best— 
plus the characteristic Japanese genius for capturing 
with the fewest possible strokes total climactic effect— 
then The Bronze Christ for you. 

This short created literary furor when first 
appeared few years back. The motion pic- 
ture which was recently made from fur- 
ther stirred audiences and the press. 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


The scene this extraordinary novel laid 17th 
century Japan. deals with the unspeakably cruel 
martyrdom Christians and around Nagasaki. Con- 
fessedly not strictly historical novel because one 
the other inconsequential anacronism Nagayo proves 
himself thinker, philosopher, historian, novelist, drama- 
tist, humanist and Christian the highest order. 
His gifted and mighty pen. 


the height the Tokugawa dynasty, Christianity 
had reached alarming popularity and was outlawed. 
Shoguns feared this foreign influence was the forerunner 


SAN, 


conquest the West. Left unchecked would 
destroy Japan. All Christians, their families, friends 
and associates were routed out and torturously killed 
traitors. But these Christians were clever. They 
met secretly. They feared death for their Christ. 
They continued gain numbers despite systematic 
and persistent efforts extirpation. new and more 
effective device must invented stop them. With 
swift-paced intensity Nagayo tells the story how this 
device came into being and how put use. 


Nagasaki there lived young sculptor, professed 
non-Christian, the only man Japan who knew how 
cast bronze. Government Officials chose him 
help them with their diabolic plan. Would make 
for them bronze cast Christ—durable, life-like— 
which they would use entrap the Christians They 
would lay this image down public street and force 
all passers-by grind under their feet. Those 
who would refuse—would spared torture. 


The story that follows, the young idealistic scultpor’s 
indecision, because his love for the beautiful Chris- 
tian girl who will surely refuse step the Christ- 
image; because his yearning the other hand, 
soul-yearning fulfill his artistic needs for expression; 
because the inner torture the renegade Christian 
priest who proposed the bronze device, all speedily 
and dramatically climaxed the torture grounds, the 
skyline silhouetting hundreds burning crosses, the 
winds carrying far and wide the screams the martyrs, 
the ultimate excruciating suspense. 


Throughout The Bronze Christ there continual move- 
ment ,nothing lagging, all most suspenseful. 
real human nature; the earth and under the earth 
and above the earth, real but neither churchy nor sexy. 


The translation reads “English” and feels “Japanese,” 
quite accomplishment. This reviewer read the book 
second time and immediately. recommended 
unequivocally mature readers worth much more 
than the time and the price. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York, New York 


Durrell, Lawrence Mountolive 
Dutton. Mar. 23, 1959. 318p. $3.95. (IIb) 


(Book-of-the-Month Club 


When Lawrence Durrell published Justine, was 
greeted with about distinguished galaxy reviews 
these eyes have seen. was, and with great justice, 
described the portrait “glitteringly, sophisti- 
cated, dazzingly beautiful, and suffocatingly evil place.” 
Through the eyes one Sade, walked 
the streets Alexandria, and through his eyes came 
into the strange lives Justine, Narouz, Nessim, Bal- 
thazar, Pursewarden, and myriads other astonishing 
people. When Balthazar was published next, the whole 
world people Alexandria came back; but, though 
through the same eyes, the story took new depth, the 
characters whole new direction which had never 
been suspected the “author” the first volume. 
Now the third volume this astonishing quartet 
novels, minor character the second novel, 
Mountolive, steps the fore and the world once 
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again revisited, relived, and again the world different 
from the world the first two novels. 

Where the first two novels were done the auto- 
biographical style, this third volume done the 
third person. Like the two previous ones, there still 
the amazingly cloying atmosphere Alexandria hang- 
ing over the book, though all Egypt were distilled 
into one fine drop that became that city. What the 
opulence the almost-Orient pictured here the 
most opulent prose since Wolfe put aside his pen, and 
the inscrutable mystery the people who walk that 
land woven into the probingly mysterious language 
self revelation which has hardly had its equal since 
Proust. 


Here, indeed, man who knows the language, who 
loves it, who writes every sentence though somehow 
must make that sentence stand for the whole sound, 
the whole plot, the whole psychology the total novel. 
not content with the behavior human beings. 
insists taking that behavior, putting through 
the eyes all present well through his own final 
eyes, until what comes out the final picture that 
sums up, comprehends, even transcends the total pic- 
ture the meaning all lives around it. difficult 
writing, but difficult only the sense that Durrell 
not content have you read occasional meaningless 
paragraph for relief, comic narrative. makes 
every paragraph most peculiarly necessary, that one 
overwhelmingly convinced that the change even 
one word might destroy this delicate tissue immense 
strength. 

What most astonishing about the work the gradual 
reemergence each the characters the successive 
books. They are terribly themselves while being totally 
different. And the city runs through all with the great 
strength and serenity the Nile. 

not believe that this set will ever have the literary 
stature Proust’s Remembrance Things Past. 
seems that Durrell does not match breadth, 
while does depth. There was always sweep 
the novel Proust that seemed storm far beyond 
the covers the book. Durrell’s novels seem more 
centripetal than centrifugal. But since the overwhelm- 
ing richness Pierre Louys not remember any 
wealth language that will equal Durrell’s. Mountolive 
very powerful work its own covers; the third 
part the quartet certainly gigantic block of. 
pure marble what promises the most memorable 
monument the field the novel many decade. 


O’Gorman 


Chinn, Laurene The Unanointed 
Crown. Mar. 15,1959. 376p. $3.95. 


(Literary Guild Choice—April) 


The Unanointed Laurene Chinn has written ex- 
cellent novel. Based the biblical story the rise 
King David and the rebuilding Jerusalem and the 
founding the Temple, fraught with adventure 
and interests that never flag. The author has not only 
mastered the biblical narrative, but she shows herself 
completely conversant with the topography, the cus- 
toms, dress, and economy Palestine during the 
Davidic reign able create characters and 
scenes that fit perfectly with the Scriptural milieu. 
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This the story Joab, relative King David’s who 
serves the ruler’s trusted lieutenant and confidant, 
but whose destiny such keep him from ever 
fully achieving his own ambitions. Under Miss Chinn’s 
competent, creative powers Joab not only comes life 
complicated human personality, but the whole 
theocentric nature the Davidic dynasty por- 
trayed leave the story free deal with the varied 
human beings whose lives are complicatedly in- 
volved with that the King. Essentially tragic its 
gearing, Joab’s career consists series sacrifices 
personal satisfactions, order protect and support 
the Lord’s anointed both the field battle and 
the political skirmishes that afflict his kingdom. Mean- 
while, vivid portrayal given not only the battle 
scenes, but likewise the complicated loves and ambi- 
tions Amnon and Tamar, Absalom, Bathsheba, 
Adonijah and young Solomon. 

The authenticity the biblical atmosphere preserved 
even the earthy description the various love in- 
terests the leading characters. only this feature 
that might keep this excellent story from being recom- 
mended all and sundry. 


Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception 


Bronx, New York 


Queffelec, Henri The Kingdom Under the Sea 
Pantheon. Mar. 23,1959. 224p. $3.50. (IIb) 


literary world dominated small-talented people 
with nothing say, Mr. Queffelec, 49-year-old Breton 
with marvelous gifts and extraordinary insight, looms 
like one the Seven Wonders. First introduced 
Americans with his Island Priest, (made into the un- 
forgettable film, God Needs Men), Mr. Queffelec rattles 
our souls again with another novel the French sea- 
coast. This one about man, woman and the sea, 
and almost biblical its universality and compassion. 


Jean Modenou, tough fishing vessel skipper, has all the 
tragic hero: good, just man who does 
his job better than most, who loves his crew, his ship, 
the sea and even the flapping fish swarming his hold. 
His one flaw simple Breton pride which prevents 
complete rapport with his beautiful and complicated 
wife, Madeleine. fascinating watch auther 
Queffelec develop this single point tension into 
storm that nearly destroys man, wife and guileless 
guilty third party. 

During otherwise poor fishing trip Modenou stum- 
bles previously undiscovered fishing bank, his 
“kingdom,” and for complex but disturbingly human 
motives, one them very much Madeleine, decides 
keep its location secret from the other villagers. his 
wife this secret seems stand for all that keeps her 
woman outside her husband’s real life. She deter- 
mines find the secret playing Delilah clumsy, 
stupid but sensitive Samson from the crew; her lone- 
liness, the role carries her away, and the unfortunate 
seam betrays both skipper and husband. 
Mod with his pride final, ab- 
sorbing struggle: leaves Madeleine begging forgive- 
ness the gutter, plots terrible vengeance the sea- 
man. But the end Modencu cannot proud 


play God: drags the seaman from the churning 
waters, returns Madeleine understanding his own 
faults and knowing what must for her happiness 
and their marriage. 


What novelist Queffelec seems say that all our 
lives are hopelessly linked together, for better worse; 
that weak human nature always sees evil good; 
and that the evil man does not only lives after him, 
but sets off chain reaction infection others. 
Modenou, his foolish pride, says Queffelec, per- 
haps even more guilty than the lonely, haunted adul- 
terers. 


This short novel teems with description the Breton 
fishing trade, dramatic, poetic and educational, 
the same time; but is, conceivably, not every reader’s 
cup tea. The most memorable scenes are those be- 
tween Modenou and Madeleine, each ready pour 
out vast quantities love but separated from each 
other subtly invisible walls pride, each unwilling 
the first admit how great their need and 
devotion. 


There more flesh and blood, more truth, more drama, 
more pure love for human beings, more talent this 
novel than dozen the current list best sellers. 


James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Frank, Pat Alas, Babylon 
Lippincott. Mar. 20,1959. 254p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Alas, Babylon the story survival, the survival 
small river town Central Florida, when sickened 
world has finally unleashed its long-dreaded nuclear 
warheads upon its own unsuspecting self. Untouched 
the bombing, Fort Repose stood out like island 
sea devastation, fall-out and contamination. 


Forwarned The Day his brother, Mark, colonel 
the Strategic Air Command whose wife and children 
had been asked harbor), Randy Bragg stocks 
whatever can put his hands the line food, 
medicines and other sundry items. Respectable and 
friendly, but lazy bachelor boot, Randy opens his 
home friends and neighbors, and virtually the 
whole community, when they are longer able 
meet the crisis. 


What the story really tries describe the way these 
twentieth century moderns ere forced resort some 
very antiquated and primitive means and methods when 
they are deprived food, medicine, power, electricity 
and communications, (except for the spasmodic Conel- 
rad broadcasts). the days pass into weeks and then 
into months disease and death are the increase, 
while law and order soon yield ravaging, destruction 
and wild looting. Eventually presidential proclama- 
tion puts all reserve officers command their com- 
munities, duty which Randy readily accepts and 
carries out expeditiously and admirably well. must 
noted passing that the new Chief Executive 
Mrs. Vanbruucke-Brown, former Secretary Health, 
Education and Welfare, the only member the official 
family survive when Washington became one the 
first targets hit. 


There much think about read between the 
lines this narrative catastrophic event one 
dares contemplate. Yet the author has carried 
out successfully with good taste and sensitivity. Serious 
the core, there sufficient sprinkling humor and 
laughter forestall any aura gloom morbidity. 
Then, too, there slight romance which culminates 
marriage, not, however, without few not-too-subtle 
hints about the couple’s clandestine pre-marital be- 
havior. That just about the only jarring note 
generally readable and acceptable account The Day 
the world does not want face. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 


Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 
Ashton-Warner, Sylvia Spinster 


Simon and Schuster. Mar. 16, 1959. 242p. $3.75. (Ila) 


This first novel New Zealand woman would restore 
your faith both women and modern literature. 
beautiful book, full poetic evocations, with rare, 
pristine quality which makes the world new fresh 
creation instead the tired old thing have grown 
used current fiction. also study char- 
acter unusually high level. 


The narrator, Anna Vorontosov, teacher who reigns 
wild glory outpost school, among her Little 
Ones, some seventy infants, most them Maori. These 
are not tame, respectable Western children, and Anna 
Vorontosov’s classroom riotous with their fighting 
and dancing well with the colour their draw- 
ings and compositions. this Anna supposed 
impose Western system education. want the 
one rapture lines open the 
first (or Spring) section the book—and Anna the 
who works inspiration, not system. 
Her results are noteworthy. She discovers Key 
Vocabulary which unlocks the door reading, hitherto 
closed many her Little Ones. (This passage 
should give both teachers and parents pause.) She 
creates beautiful Maori primers which understand- 
ing Inspector approves. But, the end, her fate 
the same many geniuses and no-conformists—her 
low grading remains the same. 


Anna Vorontosov spinster well teacher. 
She not the dried spinster legend but woman 
who still attractive men and still disturbed 
them. precarious relationship between her and Paul 
Vercoe, teacher half her age, ends tragedy. Her 
encounters with the Inspector are curious but warming. 
Her lost love recalled vividly. There nothing, 
finally, that you not know about this woman’s mind 
and emotions. Oddly enough, you know very little 
about her physical appearance except that her hands are 
ugly and that she wears high heels, make-up and scent. 
share her tastes—Schubert and Beethoven, whom 
she plays through the long nights, Herbert Read’s 
“Education Through Art,” Gerard Manley Hopkins 
whose originality and word-making she admires and, 
above all, her garden, with the delphiniums and 
dahlias, chatter and flash.” All this very effec- 
tive. remember few novels that use such technique. 
Lengthy descriptions clothes and trappings, figure 
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and face, yes, but the books and music that form and 
ornament the mind, no. Anna Vorontosov and her 
world are brilliantly alive now even when have 


closed the book. This mean achievement for 


author, and for reader memorable experience. 
Miriam Quinn, 


Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Delmar, Vina The Breeze from Camelot 
Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 25,1959. 309p. $3.95. 


Ward and Myra Galvin have been married number 


years. They have one young son, live California, 


and are fairly well-to-do. 
wife, and Myra, although she loves him still, gives him 
quick divorce. 


Ward becomes tired his 


Ward meets wealthy young Trina 


Macklyn, unspoiled, Rima-like ingenue, who has 
been educated Europe. Ward falls love with 


elfin girl, and their idyllic courtship well 
Ward and Trina marry and are completely happy, but 
Ward moment disorder yields Myra, and his 
former wife becomes pregnant. divorces Trina and 


returns Myra, and Trina, after considerable sadness 


and despair, eventually marries her father’s secretary, 
profligate character named Burke Rowen. 


Ward Galvin, Trina brings breeze from Camelot, 
“something refreshing that brings breath pure 
romance, something completely beautiful remem- 
bered always with delight,” but twentieth century 
living Camelot far away and the breeze ephemeral. 
Life too complicated, too harsh, too disorganized 
allow for much innocence, purity, and beauty. Much 
the contemporary world’s tragedy rests its denial 
moral standards. Trina’s father remarks: “Yield- 
ing temptation quite the thing, giving impulse 
thoroughly approved many circle. Aren’t you 
young people aware sin any you afraid 
sinning? Did sin out when psychiatric termi- 
nology came in?” The world this novel world 
where innocence destroyed evil, where true love 
fleeting, where justice not attainable. world 
people who have come ignore the old moral 
standards, and result bring doom upon themselves 
and even upon the pure. 


The Breeze from Camelot absorbing novel, well- 
written, and thought provoking. particularly well 
plotted. The character Trina enchanting and 
brings the proper tone innocence and 
which appears inconsistent with the evil aspects 
the present time. This book the type novel 
Graham Green might write were not Catholic. 
While this book especially frank sevual issues, 
mature adults will not find offensive and will 
warded with fine reading experience. The 
from Camelot the best novel have read long 
time. 


Wolfe, Bernard The Great Prince 


Scribner. Mar. 398p. $4.50. 


August 20, 1940, the former Bolshevik leader Leon 

Trotsky was assassinated by, believed, Stalinist 

agent. The murder took place Mexico City suburb 
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where the Marxist had been 
branded his former colleagues, had lived for some 
years hunted outcast. Mr. Wolfe has changed the 
name his protagonist Victor Rostov and has moved 
back the date the assassination one year, 1939; 
but for all practical purposes what have The 
Great Prince Died fictionalized account the last 
few weeks the life Trotsky, account which 
culminates with the day when Belgian “tool” the 
Stalinists hacks the old man death with alpine 
mountaineering axe. 


Wolfe, who had served Trotsky’s secretary for some 
months during 1937, waited many years before felt 
that could bring the proper objectivity the writing 
this novel. The result grimly authentic study 
the Communist terror work. The coldly vicious 
the Stalinist murder gang; the complete 
subjugation the individual the party; the ruthless 
pursuit the death man looked upon threat 
the Soviets, all emerge from the pages the novel 
with clarity which should make intelligent readers 
shudder. more vivid portrait the inherent evil 
the Communist system has appeared recent years. 


Rostov (Trotsky) himself portrayed beaten man, 
soldier reduced fighting with statements and press 
releases; but, far more important, also displayed 
man who has himself been guilty the very 
crimes and excesses which now accuses his former 
colleagues. His great quarrel with the Stalinists was 
over the growing centralization power Russia, the 


failure Stalin and his followers recognize that the 


Russian Revolution was ostensibly peoples’ revolution. 
Yet 1921, Rostov, Red Army general, had per- 
sonally led the troops the brutal massacre the 
mutineers the great naval garrison Kronstadt 
the Gulf Finland, mutineers who were asking neither 
more nor less than the rights Rostov himself had always 
advocated. The key word then the novel Kron- 
stadt; like specter from the past haunts the 
revolutionary and never able come terms 
with it. 

Admirable Mr. Wolfe’s book many respects, this 
reviewer has some grave reservations concerning it. 
Many passages are sheer pornography—those dealing 
with the nymphomaniac secretary Rostov, and those 
which recount the sexual activity the body guard 
Paul Teleki. Certain words are not normally found 
other than “under-the-counter” publications; and The 
Great Prince Died has more than its share such 
words. One may suggest that all forms part the 
drab picture lives which know moral restraints 
and have spiritual orientation whatsoever; but much 
the “naturalism” this novel simply inexcusable. 


Because The Great Prince Died contains such sav- 
agely authentic presentation the dark, the seamy side 
the Communist conspiracy, one feels that cannot 
overlooked serious readers. Because is, the 
other hand, remarkably suggestive work, overloaded 
with sex, one feels further that its circulation should 
limited mature readers, discriminating adults 
only. 

Stephen Ryan, 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Mirabelli, Eugene The Burning Air 
Houghton, Mifflin. 1959. 149p. $3.00. (IIb) 


first novel young author with fresh, but some- 
what awkward style, recounting summer week-end 
during which young college graduate visits the Long 
Island home his young college student finacée and 
tries win her parents’ approval their marriage. 
George and Giula are real enough, and so, too, the 
family Giula. But the novel slight and gives only 
promise what the author may eventually capa- 


ble of. 


Tonks, Angela Mind Out Time 
Knopf. Mar. 16,1959. 266p. $3.95. 


Recently Westinghouse announced research project 
investigate telepathy means communication. 
The project will based the hypothesis that 
telepathy can harnessed, might revolutionize com- 
munication since operates wave lengths which 
not diminish with distance. Also within the last year 
American physicist told that was speculating 
the possibility reaching the inhabitants outer 
space telepathy. Against the background such 
scientific developments, the ideas which Angela Tonks 
suggests her first novel seem disquietingly possible. 
Mind Out Time the story two men who, when 
they and only when they collaborate, have 
unusual psychic powers. Kramer ruthless mater- 
ialist sees their joint power enormous commer- 
cial advantage. Erickson, less aggressive tempera- 
ment, afraid Kramer and reluctant use his power 
even for good ends. 


The prelude Angela Tonks’ story, when the two men 
meet German prison camp and accidentally discover 
their psychic powers, perhaps the most interesting 
part the Erickson, solitary confinement 
because has information the Nazis not want the 
other prisoners share, manages communicate this 
information thought transference. Influenced 
Kramer’s stronger will, and his desperate need 
escape because the homosexual advances the Nazi 
commandant, Erickson then takes another reluctant 
step forward, and plans, telepathy, their joint escape. 
Kramer’s suggestion, hypnotizes himself into 
trance order taken from his cell the less 
securely guarded sick bay. his surprise Erickson 
finds that trance has not only powers telepathy 
but also clairvoyance. His mind wanders out 
time, but capriciously backwards and forward. be- 
comes intriguing problem for both men determine 
which visions belong past time, which 
future. The details how the two men grope their 
way toward the exploitation their powers, have 
ring truth. order establish contact, Erickson 
and Kramer visualize each other very minutely; the will- 
ingness each man reach out and receive the 
other determines the strength their communication. 
exploring the active-passive character their rela- 
tionship, Angela Tonks suggests homosexuality, but only 
analogically. The connection between the two men 
seems deeper, more metaphysical level than 
sex. 


Mind Out Time primarily the tragic story what 
happens after the war, when Erickson and Kramer 
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her 


concentrate their power upon woman whom Erickson 
loves, and later undertake control the political-eco- 
nomic development near-eastern sultanate. 


would appear that Angela Tonks trying say 
her novel that powers telepathy and clairvoyance are 
neutral, human powers, potentially dangerous used 
for evil ends, but potentially good and legitimate. How- 
ever her novel approaches its tragic climax, the 
reader becomes little confused. Angela Tonks never 
explains how why the experiment upon Claudia 
results her artistic suicide. And the last pages 
one wonders whether the author really believes that 
these psychic powers are not the result diabolical 
possession. Perhaps the major weakness the novel 
that neither Erickson nor Kramer ever emerge 
flesh and blood persons, capable engaging concern 
the reader. For this reason, even though Angela 
Tonks has chosen intriguing theme, the novel has 
yet written about the moral implications extra- 
sensory perception. 
Genevieve Casey, 


Detroit, Michigan 
Mortimer, Penelope Cave Ice 
Harcourt. Mar. 11,1959. 254p. $3.95. 


Exurbia, London style, dissected under Penelope 
Mortimer’s microscope Cave Ice. Ruth Whiting 
finds that her dreary life has come full circle when her 
eighteen-year-old daughter asks her help terminating 
awkward pregnancy. Ruth had been the same 
situation and had solved her problem marriage 
her baby’s father, noisy, blustering, insensitive man 
whom she never loved, despite the fact that she sub- 
sequently bore him two sons. Rex prosperous 
dentist, delights his two little boys, spends his week 
ends exasperated with his wife and daughter, shouting 
down the nagging suspicion that may not the 
passionate lover, the generous husband, the wise father 
imagines himself be. 


Angela angry life which has trapped her into con- 
ceiving child whose father she despises deeply 
she despises her own father, and for the same reasons. 
Her only wish get rid the unwanted life and 
escape from her mother, whom, for some obscure rea- 
son, she blames for life’s sterilities. 


Only Ruth, she makes the humiliating arrangements 
for her daughter’s abortion, able feel the tragedy 
and injustice destroying new life. less than 
her family and exurbanite neighbors, Ruth trapped 
fog meaninglessness. She chooses ignorant 
her husband’s extra-marital affairs because she 
too weighed down her own indifferences. She loses 
her small sons boarding school, and scarcely can 
summon the energy face her empty house. Life 
treadmill, series motions gone through with 
real values. 


When Penelope Mortimer’s story opens, Ruth has at- 
tempted withdraw from her treadmill, into tears, 
sleep, and alcoholism. Shaken awake her daughter’s 
transient need, and her husband’s clumsy reaching out, 
Ruth, the end the novel, sinking back into her 
cave ice. 


Best 


There astringent writing here, and real characteriza- 


tion. bedroom scene which Rex ponderously and 


complacently forgives his wife for infidelity she 
hadn’t the energy commit, essentially humorous. 
Both the Whiting family, and their servants and neigh- 


bors, come life with precision and economy line. 
One longs, throughout the book, for the fog sterility 
lift, for brisk wind blow, for the sun God 


shine. 
Genevieve Casey 
Godden, Jon Mrs. Panopoulis 
Knopf. Mar. 205p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Mrs. Panopoulis wealthy, domineering and ancient 
lady who travels with her great-niece companion. 


She enjoys running other people’s lives, 


that Flora, the great-niece. She also gifted with 
something like second sight, though never quite 
clear whether the author means this faintly mys- 
tical, merely manifestation proverbial feminine 
intuition. 


The novel covers the activity one day, spent 
unnamed island off the coast Africa, port touched 
the cruise ship which the wealthy Mrs. Pano- 
poulis traveling. Before the day out, this lady has 
arranged marriage for her niece and provided cozy 
financial future for her and her husband-to-be, and has 
also confronted her own death, toward which the last 
part the novel rather steadily moves. 


Actually, this final section (there are three) anti- 
climactic and superfluous. perfectly clear that 
Mrs. Panopoulis has decided stay the island after 
the ship leaves because she knows that here her end; 
she has had strong insights this effect and leaves 
doubt the reader’s mind. Miss Godden avails her- 
self her heroine’s last moments write some appre- 
ciative descriptive prose, befitting the closing thoughts 
rich and active mind—but charming the writing 
,one feels that Mrs. Panopoulis lingering, print 
least, bit over-long. 


Throughout, the island—its fort, its sun-whitened 
cemetery, its chapel the rocks overlooking the sea, 
its somewhat seedy hotel—is beautifully rendered; 
there truly such island, better guidebook could 
supplied for it. But the people who live and 
who come visit are far less satisfactory. Their true 
selves are barely touched on, and only Mrs. Pano- 
poulis, the maneuverer, the puppeteer, who comes 
through broad, clear strokes. Why, for example, has 
Flora—obviously attractive enough young woman— 
had such terrible time finding herself man? Why, 
for that matter, has Martin—with whom she finally 
finds future—reached his mid-thirties without marry- 
ing? Why, indeed, under the circumstances, should 
they have been attracted each And what 
was the peculiar and powerful hold which Martin’s 
friend Vincent had over him? These are just few 
the unanswered questions, and the answers are vital 
giving dimension the characters. 


The writing intricate, lucid, and clearly feminine. 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 
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Wilson, Angus The Middle Age Mrs. Eliot 
Viking. Mar. 23,1959. 439p. $4.95. 


However improbable may sound, the central charac- 
ter this astonishingly good novel the whole reason 
for its existence. Meg Eliot, quite happily married 
successful barrister for fifteen years, feels her whole 
world toppling about her when, route assign- 
ment the Far East, Bill Eliot killed. How his 
widow, the Mrs. Eliot the title, regains peace 
mind and feeling usefulness the entire theme. 
absorbing one, too, that will fascinate adult 
readers, even those who have acquaintance with 
sympathy for the very British-middle-class people, with 
their background and atmosphere, who 
book. The one glaring omission the lives these 
people, which is, however, realistic enough portrayal 
them, the lack anything like nearly approach- 
ing religious faith. Almost every one them with 
whom the reader becomes all familiar are rattling 
arcund, like seeds dry gourd, humanistic 
vacuum, arid and enervating with 
leaves them oddly without dimension, without 
depth that inevitably marks the truly human. 


may basis for some invidious comparison Mr. 
Wilson’s adult approach people and 
adolescent approach others among his contempor- 
aries modern fiction both sides the Atlantic, 
that sexual problems and manifestations get scant 
These people can talk intelligently about 
eighteenth century novels, music, horticulture, govern- 


problems, mention few topics; they are 


concerned about helping one another get along 
amicably, adjust trying situations. Oddly enough, 
this makes them seem much more real than does all 
the sex-obsessiveness that making bores out the 
characters too many recent novels. 


British critic hazards the opinion that Meg Eliot may 
well one the finest literary creations woman 
achieved man since Emma Bovary. inclined 
with him. Meg Eliot lively, likable, compli- 
cated and almost completely realized woman. Her 
story, like herself, unpredictable but logical, rather 
true with the errant logic human being. The 
throng other characters lives she touches are 
well realized any Thackeray, Dickens, Gals- 
worthy. They have the color vitality and are indi- 
viduals without becoming eccentrics. And the whole 
has rare good taste throughout. 


Grady, 
Hecht, Ben The 
Messner. Mar. 23,1959. 256p. $3.95. (III) 


Henry Lawrence publisher, cynical, worldly and, 
course, sensual. His wife, Ann, virtuous woman 
who believed herself happily married for eight years 
until few months before this strange novel opens, 
suddenly learns that Henry involved liaison with 
nightclub singer, Lisa King. Mr. Hecht involves 
Henry murder—a former lover Lisa shot 
death back alley—and things are off into involve- 
ment and considerable talk about sexual morals and 
mores, with Henry learning salutary and Ann 
More less triumphant. Back the sordid plot is, 


probably, sound philosophy which never gets much 
beyond what used called “natural ethics.” Be- 
sides some rather lurid pathological well psycho- 
logical situations, there brutal murder and suicide 
which will likely nauseate even the less-than fastidious 
reader. Certainly not for juveniles and for only quite 
mature adults strong nerve. 


Farris, John Harrison High 
Rinehart. Mar. 16, 1959. 393p. $3.95. (III) 


John Farris ripe old twenty-two years age and 
considering that fact, this novel that gives much 
promise, there another and more mature novel 
within his scope. But this first serious novel the 
young author suffers from much the faults first 
efforts, while also neatly avoiding other tendencies some 
his coevals fall into. For the most part, Mr. Farris 
eschews seeding his dialogue with four-letter obsceni- 
ties; nor inclined psychoanalyze and sentimen- 
talize the depraved character some his cast. For 
the most part his dialogue and the pace the action 
well developed and sustained. But the subject matter 
his story—a complicated story, is—is shocking 
somewhat the same manner all these novels about 
high-school delinquents, numerous since Evan Hun- 
ter’s Blackboard Jungle. Harrison High what was 
the “better part” mid-West city called Clarkson. 
Until new development after World War had at- 
tracted families the “upper lower class” the 
vicinity, there had been little trouble with hoodlums. 
Now, the long-haired leather-jacket set had begun 
appear the corridors and classrooms. Griff Rimer, 
the villain this piece, represented being least 
akin the hoodlums. comes bad sad end, 
course; but not without violence. Heroes are all mem- 
bers the high school football and basketball teams; 
their girl friends are cheerleaders members the 
drama club. 


What shocking and, inasmuch probably 
realistic enough any statistical study will show, 
that even the best these youngsters here portrayed 
are casual and even ruttish their sexual activities 
the worst. this true picture the high school 
population the nation, will far explain the 
softness and tragic instability the younger genera- 
tion; and its own way comment the whole 
educational philosophy that has led such laxity and 
lack probity. Trouble is, most the adult women 
who read this sort novel will not disturbed enough 
about its implications make protest; the very fact 
their morbid interest such novels more than suggests 
their own failings. 


Slaughter, Frank The Crown and the Cross 
World. Mar. 16,1959. 454p. $4.95. (Ila) 


Another Life our Blessed Lord has been done 
one the most prolific writers biblical times. 
calls this book, appropriately enough, The Crown and 
the Cross. Those familiar even with the major Papini 
work with the new documentary Bishop Fulton 
Sheen, may have some misgivings over this fictionalized 
life our Lord. They may even look more favorably 
Thomas Jefferson’s feat marking the New Testa- 


ment, that only our Lord’s words and actions were 
underlined. any rate, the book bound create 
some controversy even among dissenting church groups, 
who hald decided views the imaginary characteriza- 
tion and events that are conjured popular 
writer. 


Evidently, there market for this type fictionalized 
history quite great there was for Scott’s Waverly 
novels, remarkable for their interesting style, even 
they were written desperately against editorial dead- 
lines, payment debt. Shakespeare’s King Series 
had like appeal but had the added attraction being 
stirring plays, that appealed the Elizabethan audi- 
ence. 


for this reviewer, would take the life our 
Blessed Lord straight from the Gospels with interpola- 
tions made the authority Christ’s Own Mystical 
Body, the Church. 

The above considerations aside, Dr. Slaughter has writ- 
ten absorbingly interesting narration that will hold 
the reader’s interest such. His apologia easily could 
that this itself accomplishment. One could 
wish that the subject-matter such labors could 
limited just mortal men and women, with which 


history abounds. 
Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 
Washington, D.C. 


Gutwillig, Robert The Fugitives 
Little, Brown. Mar. 24,1959. 260p. $3.75. (IV) 

This novel has monotonous, whining sound. has 
the stench moral vomit. Its characters mouth blas- 
phemy and obscenity. They hate and love each other 
simultaneously and subjectively, but mostly they love 
themselves. And they talk about this for 260 morbid 
pages. “We are all fugitives from the Self,” moralizes 
one these characters. The novel abounds this 
sort perverted didacticism, the sort talk you would 
hear Hell. 

The device two worlds used: one insane asylum, 
the other our contemporary “outer” world. The author 
would have believe that these are not essentially 
different, that one can help himself, that everyone 
more futile and exasperating lot characters than 
Mr. Gutwillig has assembled The Fugitives. They 
weep and curse the same breath, often for ap- 
parent reason. They nurse their wounds, encouraging 
them fester. They drink and make love. They move 
and out the asylum will. And always they talk. 


Walter Thorne the mediocre painter who blames his 
failure the wealth he’s married into, and who keeps 
returning the asylum paint and sober up. feat 
seems accomplish continuing drink.) Tom 
Freeman, graduate, took the cure for alcoholism after 
his best friend was killed car accident. Tom’s 
wife began calling herself Syphie when she first read 
about syphilis. jeers their baby. Tom’s 
younger brother, Stevie, had himself committed when 
unsuccessful affair with teen-age girl ended his 
attempted suicide. Caroline Mueller lost her normal 
voice after watching the Nazis butcher her father and 


SELLERS 


drag off her mother. Later, when her husband deserted 
her for another woman, she ran hysterically down the 
street after him and split her face open iron 
paling. Caroline therapist the asylum; some 


measure her stability may gathered from the fact 
that once when fellow-player hits her croquet ball 


she bursts into tears and leaves. 


There are other characters, dreams and descriptions 


morally lower than any discussed here. There’s 


unspeakable scene where Stevie discovers the body 
suicide and goes pieces. There’s the existentialist 
gloom over all. When Stevie tries “come out” and 
fails, Caroline—who had already left—returns the 


asylum stay with him. 


Authors may determined write like this. 
publishers and critics encourage them? necessity, 
The Fugitives was read during Lent. The opportunity 
warn others away from this reviewer’s only 


recompense. 
Charles Gros, 
Panama City, Florida 
Hine, The Birthday Boy 


Scribner. Mar. 23,1959. 315p. $3.95. (IV) 


Unfortunately, this book will probably become one 
1959’s biggest sales successes. another entry deal- 
ing with the world Public Relations. Madison Ave- 
nue seems current best sellers what Dodge City 
television. new and popular twist, turn 
the spotlight publicity the publicity men them- 

What will contribute more, however, its sales appeal 
its sex appeal. Great gobs this commodity are 
served almost every conceivable variety. The 
authentic touch presented, too, keep true 
life, the use the coarsest gutter expressions and 
the most vulgar obscenities. wonders how the 
people Madison Avenue will appreciate this “au- 
thentic” portrayal their lives. 

There not much plot the novel, and what little 
plot there told quickly and early, the first 
several flashbacks. Jerry McMann introduced the 
Public Relations genius, the head his own “Jerry Mc- 
Mann Associates.” These Associates are marking Jerry’s 
fiftieth birthday. Each them writes piece for their 
office circular, also Jerry’s wife, Letty, his 
friends, his secretary, his more important clients, and 
even his chauffeur. Jerry’s career unfolded, with 
wearying repetition, series flashbacks, seen 
from the perspective each these people. 

Jerry grew the staid little New England town 
Moreton. himself was something town legend 
with his escapades. Before moved out Moreton 
into the cosmopolitan life Public Relations, 
managed seduce and then marry Letitia, the 
daughter the town judge. 

Jerry’s rise the top advertising was assured his 
genius and his devotion the cause making the 
name Jerry McMann famous. Letty kept pace with 
him for the first years. was rapid pace, one that 
must not slowed down such things having 
children. Eventually Letty fell behind. Her subse- 
quent alcoholism one the tragedies the story, 


Must 


Garr 
Little. 
This 
word 
how 
terpo 
Italia 


Ther 
Robe 
happ 
them 
secret 
spy 
these 
the 
The 
abour 
for 
The 
that 
reade 


Simon 
The 
War 

nostal 
battle 
this 
for 
Josep! 
Sic 


one 

find 

Anot 

Jerry 

Hek 

think 

who 

book 

less 

looke 


serted 
the 
iron 

some 
fact 


ball 


ptions 


Aprit 1959 


one the problems that the reader keeps hoping will 
find solution the book’s conclusion. 


Another the problems the matter which the 
Associates Jerry will name succeed him. For fifty 
Jerry finds the pace becoming too much for him too. 
has developed serious heart condition, and must 
think selecting someone else for his job, someone 
who will carry out his ideas, keep the name Mc- 
Mann famous. 

Neither these problems ever finds solution. The 
book ends with the birthday party, which something 
less than successful. After the party there final 
depressing scene the office where Jerry’s career 
looked through the eyes Jerry was not 
happy birthday. 


not happy book. 
Rev. Still, 


Garnett, David Shot the Dark 
Little, Brown. Mar. 16,1959. 216p. $3.50. (IIb) 


This the type plot that characterized the 
word “triangle.” mere cinema triangle, this, but 
weird desires and personalities. matter 
how clearly understated, the tangle modern coun- 
terpoint clasical ambiguities. The setting remote 
Italian village, and the author has gathered ex- 
patriate American, the Italian apothecary’s daughter, 
English Socialite, bishop, racketeer, all weaving 
tangled skein above the hidden temple Diana 


dwelling Christian church. 


There are dragons met this bucolic setting. 
Robert, the American writer, recovering from un- 
happy with Caroline, the divorced socialite, meets 
them with aplomb, not derring-do. discovers the 
secret Diana and the unsuspecting cult, paying homage 
the Virgin statue the church. the same time, 
must further his romance with Gemma, serve 
spy for the bishop, and rout the racketeer. While doing 
these Herculean tasks, someone takes shot him 
the dark. 

The shot incidental the conflicts and hatreds that 
abound the picturesque town. Both Gemma and 
Robert are hypnotized into their affair; one, trying 
forget past affair; the other, more less mesmerized 
the rituals her many-sided existence. 

The story reads smoothly; urbane, polished writing 
that never makes its machinations quite clear. The 
reader left with uncompleted sene wonderment 


Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Mitgang, Herbert The Return 
Simon and Schuster. Mar. 242p. $3.50. (IIb) 
The time has come for novels reminiscing about World 
War II. This one, just the title implies, about 
return American the scene his 
battles and his love affair. There are some merits 
this novel, but not enough fill whatever need there 
for this type story. 

Joseph Borken, ex-combat engineer, Army, returns 
Sicily ostensibly acquire change scenery his 


work with geological concern. Actually was seek- 
ing out his war-time sweetheart. found her still 
eligible but quite naturally not too enthusiastic after 
many intervening years. His geologic work took him 
the side Mt. Etna, which chose this particular 
time growl and spew lava toward his old sweet- 
heart’s village. The village and sweetheart were saved. 
The villagers also managed occupy part the 
Baron’s landholdings, the only casualty being the rival 
the sweetheart’s hand. Thus the story could end 
with the expectation marriage. 

Apparently the author’s attitude meant matter- 
of-fact, but smacks definitely the negativism the 
soldier—ex-soldier this story. This G.I. attitude 
reflected many ways: concerning bordellos, toward 
company (in place army) inefficiency, suspicion 
Germans merely because they are German, and the use 
half-censored but still crude G.I. slang. The philos- 
ophy the book more enlightening than the 
writing. 

And the writing: Only limited number flash- 
backs World War combat scenes did words and 
feeling combine create fiction that would move 


reader. This isn’t enough recommend the entire 
story. 
Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


O’Shaughnessy, Michael Monsieur Moliére 
Crowell. Mar. 280p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Although Moliére ranks among the few master play- 
wrights all time, comparatively little known about 
his personal affairs, and recently scholars have ques- 
tioned the authenticity some the few existing 
documents have concerning him. However, Michael 
O’Shaughnessy has solved this problem very neatly 
filling the biographical gaps Moliére’s life with 
material from his own fertile imagination and tagging 
the end product, novel; this hybrid neither effective 
nor stimulating fiction. Since the book- 
jacket makes quite point the fact that Mr. 
O’Shaughnessy enchanted with the theatre and has 
worked designer, actor, director, writer, and 
stagehand, somewhat disconcerting discover that 
Monsieur Moliére the author much more con- 
cerned with the Court intrigues, lax morals, and flam- 
boyant behavior the period than with the de- 
velopment the great 17th Century French Theatre. 
For example: the commedia dell’ arte, perhaps the 
greatest single influence Moliére’s form, scarcely 
mentioned. 

Moliére, true son his age, age both brilliant and 
decadent, chose work the theatre, institution 
the time frowned upon both the Church and 
society. understandable that many scandalous 
stories would come associated with Moliére and 
his troupe; although some them have been proved 
true, the majority have basis fact. However, Mr. 
O’Shaughnessy has made the most these titillating 
tales, (even that possible incest), and his Moliére 
emerges combination Don Juan and Cyrano 
Bergerac. The author would seem trying for 
novel the “shocker” school yet his basic 
good taste will not allow him take no-holds-barred 
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approach. result, his book apt bore irritate 
serious readers and tremendous disappointment 
those search the sensational. You can skip this 
one with clear conscience; you are interested the 
great Moliére, try reputable biography. 

Sister Gregory, O.P., 

Rosary College, 

River Forest, Illinois 


Alexander, Lloyd Janine French 
Crowell. Mar. 226p. $3.50. (IIa) 

gay light novel this which the reader will find 
hard lay aside until the last page. obviously 
autobiographical since the story centers about ex-soldier, 
Lloyd, who remains Paris after World War 
study, and about his French wife, Janine. The troubles 
really start when Lloyd finds must send his wife 
the she qualify for entry under the Foreign 
Brides Act. His family ultra-conservative and sus- 
picious; Janine and her in-laws come wits’ ends 
understand each other and Lloyd has return home 
himself. When the two purchase rundown old house 
questionable neighborhood, (which delights Janine 
since remnds her Paris), Lloyd’s family consider 
the place “two-storied practical joke.” The couple’s 
effort build “back Paris” fund beset with crisis 
after crisis which depletes their savings; but, homesick 
both for the City Light, they stubbornly start afresh. 
Adults, especially those who are acquainted with the 
French outlook living, will enjoy Janine (My Wife, 
That Is) French. 


Kirkbride, Ronald Girl Named Tamiko 
Fell. Mar. 223p. $3.75. (IIb) 


Ivan Balin, Eurasian Chinese and Russian parents, 
was born Shanghai and had but one idea Utopia, 
the United States and become citizen. For 
fourteen years has lived Tokyo, feeling only bitter 
contempt for land which has left him stateless and 
for people who had killed his parents. When his 
patience finally rewarded with visa for the S., 
suddenly finds new perspective the land and 
people Japan. work recognized and re- 
ceives commissions photograph people who 
had been only names him before; begins receive 
more money than had expected earn many 
years; his familiar relations with pretty secretary 
the American Embassy also open new view Ameri- 
cans him. But the real key his destiny held 
the hand high-caste Japanese girl named Tamiko. 
Defying tradition and custom, Tamiko goes with Ivan 
Lake Yamanaka, and through her Ivan discovers the 
seductive beauty the Orient and the love de- 
voted, unselfish woman. The ambitions that had for 
many years consumed him become dust his mouth 
and realizes that through his folly and selfishness 
might have lost all held dear. The moral this 
facile novel, full affection for Japan, might 
this: Prejudice, selfishness, self-pity can rob some 
the best life; only tolerance and understanding 
our fellowmen can bring one fruitful, happy existence. 


Leona Aebischer 
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Fuller, Robert Danger, Marines Work! 
Random House. Mar. 30,1959. 216p. $2.95. 


This the story unique battalion Marine Para- 
troopers who are recovering from battle-fatigue the 
vicinity New Caledonia. They have covered them- 
selves with glory and medals, but have gone consider- 
ably seed. colonel who has just completed eight 
years the Pentagon assigned “whip them back 
into shape.” The plot amusing fantastic. 
corporal this battalion poses the nearby 
regiment and puts the proper the brig. Each 
the battle-weary marines has stolen jeep; many have 
private secretaries; many, not exactly AWOL, have 
departed for self-appointed destinations far from the 
camp. The beds are made maids, (one them the 
daughter French General); the streets are policed 


natives; the bus-boys the mess are trained Jap 


captives. 

The action the book concerned with the resistance 
these Marines being “whipped back into shape”; 
and with one another odds and ends, for example, 
the kidnapping the USO entertainers. There not 
the substance here Don’t Near the Water 
Teahouse the August Moon; and, course, far 
removed from Battlecry. just slapstick fun, light 
feather; and, strangely enough, profanity, 
blasphemy, sex the bad sense. 


There one thing didn’t like: the idea that loyalty 
the USA the Marine Corps seems 
garded “corn.” Perhaps this meant part 
the humor. so, strikes sour note. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Myers, Elizabeth Mrs. Christopher 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 238p. $3.00. 
The author’s death 1947 was certainly great loss 
modern English fiction, and the publishers this 
novel are commended for releasing American 
edition Mrs. Christopher. Without any doubt, 
fresh, tragically beautiful, deeply religious and 
profoundly important its message any that will 
appear this year. feel hesitation endorsing 
wholeheartedly for adults this original novel. 

were sum the motivating force behind Mrs. 
Christopher’s life, would best done the word 
love. This strange word using murderess, 
but Mrs. Christopher ordinary murderess. 
mailed the evil Sine, torn with pity for the three 
others over whom has the same hold, she shoots 
him, leaves her name and address with his other victims 
and calmly turns herself her son Hugh, Assistant 
Police Commissioner. way experiment, Hugh 
persuades her allow him offer five hundred 
pound reward for information leading the arrest 
Sine’s killer. 

The next three chapters take each the 
victims and trace the events after the 
first, young man, betrays Mrs. Christopher with the 
hope that the money will help rehabilitate 
prostitute whom has befriended. She absconds with 
the money and sets herself the manager 
brothel her own Wales. The second victim, 
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woman, fallen from good marriage living sin 
with egocentric young writer, betrays Mrs. Chris- 
topher with the hope that the money will help her 
partner get good position and induce him give 
her the baby she long for. abandons her with the 
money and goes off with another woman. The third 
victim, poor doctor, claims the reward help his 
younger brother, whom deeply loves, get art 
school. His brother dead cancer the time 
returns from his Judas-errand. 


Mrs. Christopher adjudged guilty, but, ironically 
enough, insane. The whole theme the book that 
person deed totally evil, and that love the 
final consideration any act. Mrs. Christopher sinned, 
but her sin was that she had loved all—all except the 
blackmailer, and she was willing pay for not extend- 


ing pity him. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
St. Joseph’s Juniorate, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Rezac, Vaclav the Mirror Break 
Chilton. 352p. $4.75. 


This the story Jindrich Aust, incompetent 
teacher and failure forty, who begins write 
novel. first, disappointment and upsets plague him. 
discharged from his school. forced leave 
the home his married sister. forced out 
furnished room into vacant cobbler’s shop. ob- 


tains work fictionizing movie scripts, but then denied 


that. Eventually, encouraged the confidence the 
girl Jarmila whom has casually met, improves 
his position, succeeds writing, marries the girl and 
sells his novel. 


also the story Vilem Haba, the actor-hero 
Aust’s novel. From beginnings small city shop, 
Haba, ambitious and self-confident, forces his way 
the theatrical world, encountering only such resist- 
ance his ruthless will can easily overcome. his 
way up, destroys two benignly disposed producers 
and almost wrecks his own marriage. His story con- 
cluded with recapture the human feeling had 
lost his youth and his return his admiring and 
understanding wife. 


The structure the total story parallel. Haba’s 
story told the creative impressions Aust, (occa- 
sionally formulated, cast aside, and reworked); Aust’s 
narratives his hero’s progress sympathetic listeners; 
and, toward the end, almost completely objective 
form interleaved with the author’s own objective ac- 
tions. The novel is, structurally mechanically, 
tour force that the shifting from one narrative 
line the other accomplished smoothly. The char- 
acters the two stories and their actions are developed 
antithesis and supplement and direct parallel. 


The the novel that the imagined world 
merely projection the true mind the creative 
artist, although might seem only frustrated desire; 
and that the release the projection results the 
formation such being (the actor-hero) that 
turn can operate effectively upon the personality the 
author. The conclusion, wherein the narrative line 
the actor’s story becomes objective, marks sort 


assimilation the author his character, or, more 
truly, the fulfillment the author’s character his 
complete release his powers creation. 


All this, however complex, completely, clearly and 
convincingly done. times the writing excellent 
and the observation acute. But, unfortunately, this 
avail. the Mirror Break remains mechanical 
thing, somewhat lifeless and dull, and the point 
scarcely worth making. While barren any values, 
the book may read any adult. has been trans- 
lated from Czechoslovakian Fern Long. 


Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Miss America 
Feb. 23, 1959. 232p. $3.50. (IV) 
doubt intended satiric comment fringe 
figures “the American scene,” this little more than 
trivial and meretricious novel about beauty-contest 
winner and her adventures with men after the world- 
shaking event being named “Miss America” the 
Atlantic City carnival. Catherine Foster, eighteen, 
crowned, then falls love with handsome homo- 
sexual, then marries and divorces young movie star; 
then, working secretary, meets impecunious Peter 
Shaw, son well-known, lately deceased composer, 
himself sometime musician. Peter tells this story 
Miss America.” supports Peter with 
more less regular dole “for next week’s movies and 
things,” and they talk, endlessly, about themselves. 
Peter leaves Cathy when Cathy loses her job; returns; 
finally says good bye once more, presumably forever 
because they are “basically incompatible.” Blasphemies 
there are the book; and banalities; the characters 
are too incredibie taken seriously. all adds 
what one might well call Myth American and 


Pshaw! 
Luke Lindon, S.J.C., Ph.D., 
Kilroe Seminary the Sacred Heart, 
Honesdale, Pennsylvania 


Wiechert, Ernst Emil Tidings 
Macmillan. Mar. 24,1959. 302p. $4.50. 


Ernst Emil Wiechert, one the foremost German 
writers the century, produced his first novel 1916. 
active supporter Pastor Niemoeller, was in- 
terned 1939 for five months Buchenwald. The 
Gestapo kept him under observation thereafter and 
forbade him publish his works. 1947 removed 
Switzerland and died there 1950, after authoring 
some sixty books during his lifetime, which about six 
have been well-received English translation 


One must have something Wiechert’s background 
understand, even inadequately and not too satisfac- 
torily, this book, originally published, German, under 
the title Missa Sine Nomine. not easy book 
read, much less understand; and there the con- 
stant suspicion that Tidings simply Weichert,—sad, 
pensive ,allegorical, parabolic, concretely abstract and 
never entirely satisfying 

Tidings novel moral renascence set the forest 
and fen country the Baltic region. The flavor 


Stern, David 
Random House. 


the book almost more Slavic than Germanic its 
redolence the great Russian novels concerned 
with man’s pilgrimage earth and his spiritual hun- 
ger. But distinctly German, and Protestant, 
philosophy and theology, its thought-journeying to- 
ward solution. Peopled rich and complex charac- 
ters, charged with violent feelings and actions, 
strange long mixture simplicity and complexity, 
lucidity and obfucacity. has its high moments 
drama and suspense; but there much monotony and 
little repetition. Amadeus, for Tidings seems 
his story, profoundly mixed-up man and fights 
his fight alone. alone always. must find the 
answer today’s riddle life, alone; must under- 
stand nature and man, and interpret God, all alone. 
Tidings would have believe that Amadeus succeed- 
This reader was not all satisfied. can can, 
alone. 


Essentially religious its way, and concerned with 
translating the original Christian message for age 
that resolutely un-Christian and totalitarian, Tidings 
has been, save for one slight grammatical lapse, super- 
latively translated into English. Adult readers might 
enjoy learning something about how some people think 
and sorrow and suffer. 
Matthew Meighan, C.SS.R. 


Waugh, Alec Love and the Caribbean 
Straus Cudahy. Mar. 13, 1959. $4.50. 
a 


Alec Waugh has already described many islands the 
West Indies his books travel, and also centered 
some his novels about them. But Love and the 
Caribbean contains new material, and made 
selections from his published works. generally 
leaves the articles they originally appeared, though 
now and then calls attention some important 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Exodus (IIb) Uris ct. 
The Ugly American (1) Burdick 
From the Terrace O’Hara Dec. 15, ’58 
Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris (1) Gallico Dec. 
Lady Gary Jan. 15, 
The Devil Bucks County Schiddel Mar. 
Tenderloin (IIb) Adams Feb. 

Around the World with 

Auntie Mame (IIb) Dennis Sept. 
Nine Coaches Waiting (I) Stewart Feb. 
Henderson the Rain King (IIb) Bellow Mar. ’59 
The Watch That Ends 

the Night MacLennan Mar. ’59 

NON-FICTION 

Only America (IIa) Golden Aug. 
Twixt Twelve and Twenty Boone Feb. 15, 
Mine Enemy Grows Older (IIb) King Dec. 
Wedemeyer Reports! Wedemeyer 


The Coming the New Deal Jan. 


Aku-Aku (Ila) Heyerdahl 
Baa, Baa Black Sheep Boyington Aug. 
Elizabeth the Great Jenkins Mar. 15, 
Brotherhood Evil (IIa) Sondern Mar. 


Best SELLERS 


changes that have taken place since wrote about 
them. 

What are think about such book? Certainly 
serious student Puerto Rican history would con- 


sider Mr. Waugh’s account his ten-day stay the 


island authoritative source information about the 
educational, economic, political religious problems 
its people. Even prospective tourists will undoubted- 
want know how things are Haiti 1959 rather 
than how the author found them 1929. And yet, 
though may sound like contradiction, recommend 
the present work very highly. 

Certain things, such the weather, have affected the 
lives the people the Antilles for centuries. 
one has brought this home more clearly than Mr. 


Waugh. Through his eyes you can see how forces 


the inhabitants the Dutch colony Saba eke out 


meager existence their rock-ribbed island, how the 
almost continual rains bring moods depression 
the farmers Dominica, and how the people 


Thomas have devised ingenious plan for conserving 
their water. 


number delightful stories about the philos- 
ophy that many have adopted, how some manage 
work with minimum physical effort, and how 
apparently simple situation can often develop into 
scene hopeless confusion matter minutes. 
found hard, however, believe the preternatural 
effects that ascribed voodoism Haiti, and 
woman who put the “evil eye” him while visiting 
Martinique. 


Finally, the colorful figures Caribbean history come 
life his pages; and his wide reading the past 
enables him point out the cause, not the solution, 
such present-day problems the tension some 
islands between the whites and the negroes, well 
between the Europeans Americans and the native- 
born population. This book, then, interesting, in- 
formative and, (with the qualification that have 
already made), accurate. Readers with money and 
leisure will probably tempted see the West Indies 
for themselves. After doing they will understand 


better why Mr. Waugh says: love there. love 
everything about it.” 
Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Horgan, Paul Rome Eternal 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Mar. 16, 1959. 196p. $4.50. 
The text the successful four half-hour programs 
presented the Catholic Hour last summer, hand- 
comely illustrated stills from the films prepared 
Joseph Vadala. and illuminating book 
which will inform and illuminate all readers. 


Dolson, Hildegarde The Great Oildorado 
Random House. Feb. 17, 1959. 300p. $3.95. 


Are works non-fiction becoming more interesting and 
better-written than novels? appears so, least from 
this reader’s recent experiences. Here again 


The character, too, the natives has 
changed but little since Pére Labat first wrote about 
them the early eighteenth century. Our author has 
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work non-fiction: the story the discovery 
oil and the ensuing boom days western Pennsylvania 
from 1859 1880. every Pennsylvanian knows, oil 
was first drilled near Titusville 1859. Then the rush 
began. Advtnturers, speculators, and drifters moved 
the primarily German and Irish natives, and many 
the boomtowns took Barbary Coast atmosphere. 
Fortunes were won and lost, (the chapter Coal Oil 
Johnny Steele’s rise and fall vivid illustration 
Barnum’s famous dictum), and sharpers, such 
Charles Vernon Culver, mulcted both the shrewd and 
the trusting thousands dollars. Even John Wilkes 
Booth and John Rockefeller entered the oil arena; 
Booth would have eventually made fortune had 
not been obsessed with the idea kidnapping killing 
Abe Lincoln. The communities the region, Franklin 
(of which Miss Dolson native), Oil City, Pithole, 
and the rest, seethed with activity. One corpse was 
dug three different times oil prospectors. Finally, 
the dead man’s family shipped his body Rochester 
that could rest peace. Professional spying, 
costly fires, and bizarre schemes were common. The 
characters are frequently unbelievable their naiveté, 
their extravagances, their Pickwickian uniqueness. 
Millionaires were made overnight; yet the man who 
drilled the first well spent the rest his life destitu- 
tion. One the wealthy natives who refused trust 
banks kept two safes with money. After robbers had 
broken into one safe and extracted $200,000 green- 
backs and $60,000 bonds, the Titusville Herald wrote 
that the second safe contained more money than the 
one looted. The victim wrote the paper, “hereafter 
you will favor not advertise for robbers 
until tell you so.” 

These and similar episodes are recorded and captured 
with excellent vigor. Miss Dolson uses circus barker’s 
prose which vivid and arresting. She has researched 
her book well and has missed nothing unusual amus- 
and fascinating story the catastrophes and 


foibles the oil rush days, this book blemished 


Gibson, William 


only one tendency, viz., Miss Dolson’s too obvious at- 
tempts amusing all costs. Much her ma- 
terial naturally and riotously funny; yet where she 
intrudes her own comments she frequently just plain 
silly. She also much too prone take too much 
relating brothel episodes, pointing weak- 
nesses Christian ministers, and belittling church- 
goers. sneering, iconoclastic cynicism intrudes too 
blatantly certain sections the book which might 
approved Greenwich Village bohemian setting, 
but which offensive anyone holding moral stand- 
ards, Mature adults will annoyed this childish 
“smart alecky” characteristic, and tends blight 
otherwise highly interesting book. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


The Seesaw Log 


Knopf. Mar. 18, 1959. 273p. $3.95. (Ila) 


own words, 


The chronicle the stage production Two for the 


eesaw, with the text, forms, author William Gib- 
piece contemporary history, 


log the adventures misadventures playscript, 
not mention virginal playwright, enroute Broad- 

The Seesaw Log begins the spring 1953, and con- 
cludes successfully 1958, when Two for the Seesaw, 
with only two characters and single two-room set, 
accomplished tour force and became long-run 
smash hit. The play itself, oft-revised version, 
just another play comparison the experiences 
getting the commercial Broadway stage. 


Not only for the student, but the playgoer well, this 
hectic account education. particularly re- 
vealing one for the would-be playwright who desires 
figure prominently the Broadway (and movie) 
columns. Sometimes chronological accounts tend 
become monotonous, but the reverse true the 
mounting excitements leading the morning-after re- 
views Broadway opening night. 

begins naturally with the birth the play; off- 
again-on-again charade novel form, play form, re- 
visions, editing, rewritings and adjustments that were 
uncountable. The first major skirmish temperament 
was met welter between the author, the stars 
(Henry Fonda and Ann Bancroft), the producer, the 
director. This was followed the inevitable clashes 
designers, costumers, prop men, managers, press 
agents, and even relatives. 


There fearlessness the author’s approach and 
discussion the problems that end only anxiety. 
How pale comparison are such theatre-about-theatre 
caricatures Light the Sky and Say, Darling! The 
The vicissitudes are clearly communicated the reader, 
almost blueprint form. The artistic skills the 
author are sublimated host hands that represent 
know-how, skill, craft, and even opinions the 
many collaborators. The end result one-man job, 
but careful selection values, trimmed meet the 
realities the commercial theatre. 

“The playwright,” author Gibson concurs, “suffers the 
paradoxical experience seeing his work improve 
becoming poorer.’ 

would have been well include the original play 
the book. After reading the author’s efforts, 
certain interest the original play engendered. 
the play two people from disparate backgrounds 
who fail find enduring love, but succeed help- 
ing each other find themselves. demands wide 
range histrionic ability for etiher actor concerned, 
and the glory the stars who met this challenge 
convincingly that the literary ride the seesaw was 
pleasurable success. 


Judson LeHaye, M.S. 
Lee, The Sawbwa and His Secretary 
Straus Cudahy. Mar. 18, 1959. 245p. $3.75. 


the China-Burma border there are several small 
states ruled maharaja-like chieftains 
bwa.” was one these states, Mangshih which 
inhabitated the Shan tribe, that Lee went 
1940, become secretary the Sawbwa, Fang 
Yu-chi. The Sawbwa and His Secretary Lee re- 
counts his memories the three very interesting years 
spent Mangshih. 


rather 
yet, 
the 
Mr. 
forces 
out 
the 
St. 
ernal 
book 
uper- 


real master narrative, Lee makes what one might 
imagine rather humdrum sort life, become thrilling, 
hilarious and adventurous. The main task the 
Sawbwa’s secretary was help the Shan “go modern” 
and keep with the traffickers the Burma Road 
which passes through Mangshih. But was Lee’s 
minor duties which really kept him busy and made his 
life interesting: playing badminton with Ida, the 
Sawbwa’s beautiful young wife; preparing sneak meals 
his hotel room for the Sawbwa, where Fang could 
enjoy his garlic and other spices which Ida would have 
part of; settling love affairs between Shan girls and 
truck drivers the Burma Road which caused much 
trouble the Shan men; and helping the Sawbwa 
“save face” any number ways. The reader let 
quaint Shan trial conducted the old secre- 
tary, the ageless Yang, and brought into the company 
Benevolent Loyalty, the chief Buddhist monk 
Mangshih. 


The Japanese invasion Burma 1943 sent Lee flee- 
ing back Chungking. finishes the last page, 
sure the reader will feel some the nostalgia for 
Mangshih that Lee felt his way the mainland: 
misses Mangshih, its mild weather, natural beauty; 
the Sawbwa and Ida; the valiant Chinese commander, 
the pretty Shan girls, and even the rough truck drivers. 


well being most enjoyable, The Sawbwa and His 
Secretary packs lot information about the Far East 
and its peoples. offense need taken that the 
pagan practices bigamy and prostitution, common 
the East, are brought times. 


Leigh Bradley, 
Marahton, Wisconsin 


Dawson, Christopher 
The Movement World Revolution 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 25,1959. 179p. $3.00. (Ila) 


Christopher Dawson’s first book since his coming 
Harvard last fall Charles Chauncey Stillman Pro- 
fessor Roman Catholic Studies not, title 
might suggest, study Communism but boldly 
original conspectus the way which world history 
being shaped and must correspondingly rewritten. 
Fundamentally the pattern that inheres human de- 
velopment providential, and fragmented view 
countries, ages, wars, political parties fails reveal 
Dawson’s approach breaks away from individual 
states and becomes study the broad movements 
discernible globally since the break-up the Holy 
Roman Empire. 


Our own period thereby part revolutionary 
continuity that has its roots the Renaissance and 
Reformation Western Europe. Dawson recognizes 
two stages its development thus far: (1) the break- 
ing oceanic barriers the Old World Portuguese 
and Spanish navigators; (2) the penetration oriental 
civilization the European world movement. The 
former destroyed separate worlds and created global 
trade under European control, which eventually brought 
about through Western efficiency breakdown the 
Asiatic empire and, present, process internally 
transforming oriental society western education. 


Best 


its course the movement has changed world 
tion from religious nationalistic lines, but Dawson 


thinks the present secularization must 
since “it cannot persist without destroying the 
tion that produced it. Religion essential 


and cannot permanently banished from the world,” 
Christianity the force that must defeat modern 


larism and religious nationalism, and believes the| 


victory will won not among the intelligentsia the 


peasantry but the urban centers the Orient. 
this 


the task, moreover, not the fruits victory: 


the age the plough and the harrow, not the time 


the harvest.” 


Sweeping generalizations are inevitable this kind 


reinterpretation, and one knows better than Dawson 
that countless exceptions can made one disposed 
quibble. 
they seem valid. Certainly, too, his crystal pros 
and presented with the forceful logic 
scholar and profound thinker his thesis not only 
persuasive but intellectually exciting. This kind 


book—and its pages open the way many others 


sort—is the fortunate means whereby any adult can 
share the fortunate privilege the Harvard 


students. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John University, 


Cleveland, Ohio 
Parton, Margaret The Leaf and the Flame 
Knopf. Mar. 16,1959. 277p. $3.95. (1) 


The Leaf and the Flame, according the very shor 
preface written the author, “distillation the 
years which spent India staff corresponden 
the New York Herald Tribune and the wife 
British correspondent.” There something her per 
sonal life woman woven into the book. For 
ample, she tells waiting for the birth her 
child, and the hazards she had face trying 
baby things, both furniture and clothes, which 
pleasing American woman. There are 
these personal touches keep you aware that 
woman. But actually, except for 
think man might well have written this book. 


Margaret Parton, without any doubt, loves India. Sh: 
intrigued its people, its ideas, its customs, 
vagaries, its traditions—anything, fact, which make 
India India and not Pakistan, Ceylon, Indochina 
She willing juggle much order sift out 
good and wholesome from what annoying, trivial 
transitory. Margaret Parton interested 
people India; but think she more interested 
the country India. 


Some people are presented. meet the 
who fast becoming displaced person India. 
meet the Indian boy who wishes become 
canized, who puts the disguise the most 
foolish Americans, but who concludes finally 
Indian Indian settles down with his 
chosen wife. 
Americans the 


Because the author waiting for her first baby, 
become acquainted with Indian hospitals, Indian 
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ing services, and least one Indian doctor. are 


carried through the trials getting layette through 


the customs and the contradictory orders which are 
confusing when customs and languages are different. 


find this book interesting though not particularly ex- 
citing. travelogue—and yet not ordinary 
travelogue. The places are often out the way, in- 
accessible tourists, out bounds for most women. 
The book covers only one year but you have the im- 
pression that covers much longer span. The Leaf 
and the Flame good reading. will take time 
read but not great deal exertion. You will finish 
more familiar with India than you were when you 
some places emotional; and one view India. 


Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Daniel-Rops, Henri The Heroes God 
Hawthorn. Mar. 20,1959. 223p. $3.95. 


That the title unfortunate; seems limit 
the number God’s heroes the eleven presented 
here, each brief biography. Not all these elect 
will familiar, are included the canon the 
Among the (as yet) uncanonized are Blessed 
Ramon Lull, apostle the Moslems; Father Charles 
Foucauld, “white hermit the Sahara”; Father 
Damien, the living dead”; Father Nuss- 
baum, “‘martyr forbidden Tibet”; Mother Anne- 
Marie Javouhey, great man”; Fra Junipero Serra, 
“creator California”; Bartolome las Casas, “father 
the Indians.” The saints signalized author Daniel- 
Rops are Saint Paul ,Saint Martin, Saint Francis Xavier, 
Saint Isaac Jogues. The style simple enough for 
young readers from eighth grade upward. Lawrence 
Blochman responsible for the translation from the 


French. 


Caraman, Philip, S.J. (Editor) 
Saints and Ourselves: Third Series 
Kenedy. Feb. 12,1959. 140p. $3.50. 


This the third set dozen “personal studies 
favorite saints,” each different writer. Competent 
authors Anne Fremantle, Walter Starkie, Muriel Spark, 
Nicolette Gray, Gerard Murphy, Leslie Macfarlane, 
Alice Curtayne, Evennett, Arnold Lunn, 
Beales, Hugh Ross Williamson and James Brodrick pre- 
sent, respectively, St. Basil, St. James the Apostle, St. 
Monica, St. Gregory the Great, St. Malachy Ar- 
magh, St. Thomas Canterbury, St. Catherine 
Siena, St. Ignatius Loyola, St. Francis Borgia, St. Joseph 
Calasanctius, St. Benedict Joseph Labre, and St. Berna- 
dette. The style approach would suggest this for 
senior high school students and adults. 


Nigg, Walter Warriors God 
Knopf. Feb. 353p. $6.95. (III) 


easy work and not for the casual reader, 


Warriors God requires care and undisturbed thought. 
tis the work ordained minister the University 
Zurich, where Dr. Nigg lives with his wife and chil- 


dren. The present volume has been edited and trans- 
lated from the German Mary Ilford and the 
author’s investigation of, appreciation and predic- 
tions for the movement monasticism from its be- 
ginnings down the present. 


his introduction, Dr. Nigg explains his approach 
this subject, which for him holds the answer what 
calls tide that threatens engulf civilization.” 
looks the present century and sees world 
struggling find way out “vortex death,” the 
way out being return Christianity, especially the 
form and spirit monasticism 
Twentieth Century dress but with the timeless spirit 
Christianity. 

substantiate his position the author looks back 
through history and reviews the earliest examples 
monastic life, their effects their own times, their 
later developments, and the contemporary status 
various monastic institutions. Here you will find St. 
Anthony the Desert, Sts. Pachomius, Basil, Augus- 
tine, Benedict, Bruno, Francis Assisi, Theresa 
Avila and Ignatius Loyola. The author looks with 
historical and religious eye the hermits the 
desert, the canobites, the Augustinians, Benedictines, 
Carthusians, Cistercians, Franciscans ,Dominicans, Car- 
melites, Jesuits. 

Dr. Nigg’s training research evident from the 
sources both quoted and paraphrased. attempting 
work such this, faced two big problems: finding 
the facts, and the use interpretation the facts. 


the first problem, Dr. Nigg had recourse good: 


sources. the second problem where the care 
and thought cautioned above must play their roles. 
One could easily accept the impression that monasti- 
cism the answer everything. doubt that Dr. 
Nigg intends this; but the occasion for such conclu- 
sion present. That why would say that poorly- 
read poorly-informed adult should not 
book. Dr. Nigg’s interpretation the materials found 
his sources open the criticism which any re- 
search student appreciates the use historical data. 
exhaustive critique Dr. Nigg’s efforts would pre- 
sent many questions concerning selection, omission, and 
emphasis. 
Withal, Dr. Nigg writes with personal and fearless 
conviction, honestly trying picture both the bright 
and the dark sides each the persons and their 
particular expressions monasticism. The work 
heavy; probably more the original German. 
refreshing see such attempts bring greater ap- 
preciation modern times centuries-old path 
sanctity; but with caution that discriminating 
adult should approach this work. 

Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, 


Kittler, Gwen The Woman God Loved 
Hanover Huose. Feb. 19, 1959. 235p. $3.95. 

The title this book most felicitous one. Mrs. 
Kittler has traced the love God for Anne-Marie 
Javouhey, French farm girl born November 10, 1779 
little village called Seurre, from her baptism St. 
Martin’s day her beatification the Feast St. 


Theresa, October 13, 1950. Her story almost in- 
credible: spoiled, petted, vain, extravagant, the little 
Nanette managed her father, her brothers and sisters 
with the same precision and determination with which 
she was establish and control the religious com- 
munity she founded, her experimental colony for free- 
dom-bound negroes Mana, French Guiana, and her- 
self. Child parents who sheltered priests hunted 
during the French Revolution, young woman who 
quietly gathered congregations receive secretly the 
Bread which was their life, Javouhey 
knew what was beset all sides enemies 
within and without the Church. The keenest hurt 
comes from those one loves, and Anne-Marie, who all 
her life had waited upon God’s direction that she might 
simply and only His will, was frustrated and delayed 
sisters her own community and the bishop 
her own diocese. 


Her vision huge congregation black-skinned 
people before she had any knowledge that any such 
people did, truth, exist haunted her until, Mother 
Foundress the Sisters St. Joseph Cluny, she 
initiated her work with the negroes Angouleme. The 
settlement Mana followed and, today, the square 
that high plateau, stands noble statue memory 
the woman who did much for the underprivileged 
this area. Directness, understanding, and charity 
were the outstanding characteristics this wonderful 
woman. 


this day when many seem very timid about 
receiving into our hearts and homes men all colors, 
all races ,all creeds, when barriers are erected foolishly 
and stubbornly maintained, could ponder with 
profit the ideas and ideals Anne-Marie Javouhey, 
woman whom God loved and who loved God. 


Sister Mary William, Ph.D. 


Madeleva, Sister Mary, C.S.C. 
First Seventy Years 


Macmillan. Feb. 3,1959. 172p. $3.50. (I) 


“You may find this book disappointing. The chronicle 
threescore years and ten not story nun 
her prie-dieu. does not move atmosphere 
pink and blue devotions. quite free from 
devout aspirations. Aspiration and inspiration may 
implicit. hope that they are.” these words 
Sister Madeleva opens her book First Seventy 
Years. This mountain-climber, mediaevalist, and lover 
old books, birds, and wild flowers writes with all the 
enthusiasms and the vitality youth, which implied 
even her How many “seventy years,” Sister 
Madeleva? She writes with all the wisdom and the 
beauty the poet’s seventy years awareness. 


the seventh grade, Sister Madeleva says that she 
“lived learn, learning live learned 
this lesson she writes with love the many 
people she met her travels throughout the United 
States, Canada, Europe, and the Holy Land. She 
writes many people and many places 
short one hundred seventy-two pages that sometimes 
there the breathlessness calling aloud the stations 
listed railroad timetable the overwhelmingness 
college catalog. Despite the preponderance 
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noted literary names, she writes with simplicity and 
clarity that she recognized characteristically fitting 
her mind early the fourth grade, and writing 
gives life and personality these famous names. 
Although Sister Madeleva begins her chronicle logically 
with her birth 1887 the city Cumberland 
northwestern Wisconsin, she does not follow through 
chronologically. Rather she writes people and 
events they touched her life. her own words: 
“Only long retrospect does one know and begin 
understand the import daily incidents and unnoted 
odds through which the big ends one’s life are 
reached.” 

with St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, which she knew 
intimately student and teacher, and with its 
development and growth which she has been vital 
factor its President for the last twenty-five years. 


There are two very short but pertinent chapters which 
every school administrator should read: Chapter XIV, 
Incubating College; Chapter XXI, Taking the 
Blame for Things. page 126, Sister Madeleva pre- 
sents very good case for women’s colleges. page 
148, she unhesitatingly gives advice fledgling writers 
and poets. Her last chapter thought provoking, may 
many times, and alone worth the price the 
ook. 

humanity have been cut away, when the last tenacious 
grasp has been relaxed,” what will you say? 
First Seventy Years should have wide appeal among 
the St. Mary’s alumnae, among educators, and among 
students literature. 

Carmen Collier, 

Canada, California 


Parkes, Henry Bamford 

Gods and Men: The Origin Western Culture 
Knopf. Mar. 23,1959. 489p. $7.50. (III) 
This very difficult book review few para- 
graphs. There are many insights it, which would 
useful the sophisticated adult reader, the theo- 
logian, the professional historian. Yet, for the adult 
general reader, is, the whole, not good book. 
order fully document this last sentence, one 
should need much more space than would allowed 
here, would justified. the other hand, 
supply just few examples which would justify that 
sentence, one runs the danger quoting out con- 
text, over-emphasizing the bad qualities the book. 
However, one must one’s duty, and let the chips 
fall where they may. 


First all, the author relativist. “Certainty is, 


beyond the scope the human mind; and 


precisely because the human race can never acquire 
any certain knowledge the religious and moral realm 
that capable freedom.” (p. Catholic can\ 
hardly relativist; indeed, consider this one 
the most harmful doctrines the modern American 
scene. 

Secondly, the author’s description Judaism and 
Christianity supremely naturalistic. One left with 
the impression that Judaism had relation pos 
sibly true God. God, indeed, only 
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Again, the sections Christianity, there pos- 
sibility divine revelation. 


Now, God’s way with men mysterious; and man’s 
way with God multiplex. But both elements are 
needed give true picture Judaism and 
Christianity. 

The author opposes rationalistic thought and the myth. 
understand the modern usage the word “myth,” 
but object the position that the ethical affirmative, 
concepts justice and morality, the fact God’s ways 
with man, and, indeed, all values, are completely 
divorced from reason and reasonableness. opposing 
reason and emotion, the author presents, under the 
guise history, what may call hope without 
offending Protestant friends) low-grade Protestant 
dichotomy. his introduction, speaks kindly 
the Christian doctrine love one’s neighbor 
thought and progress. But throughout his book, 
the master the partially-true statement. 

May give just few examples have pages others)? 
The Resurrection Christ glossed over 
importance, and late invention. St. Paul developed 
the doctrine original sin. Christ did not preach 
practise asceticism (because ate with publicans 
and sinners, forsooth!). The partial statement the 
year, for money, the following sentence. “During 
the same period his [Origen’s] conception Christian 
ethics was exemplified the monastic movement, 
which was motivated the hope achieving mysti- 


‘cal knowledge God the suppression all natural 


desires.” This sentence was written author who 
does not even mention St. Benedict, discussing Wes- 
tern monasticism, and who has concept the 
socialization the religious life the West. 

There are downright errors, well partial state- 
ments. Thus, for example: “Scarcely any incontro- 
vertible facts about the life Jesus have been pre- 
served.” no! The “brothers” Jesus are men- 
tioned twice, without any documentation. The “gift 
tongues” passed off glossolalia, scientific word 
doubt, but hardly explaining why the Apostles 
Pentecost were intelligible people many different 
lands. 

Well, space running out. must mention the fact 
that Professor Parkes has very readable style. join 
him his opposition Spengler and Toynbee, who 
describe cultures and civilizations they were organ- 
isms, which have their birth, youth, old age and death, 
laws necessary such organisms. reiterate the 
fact that has much say the trained reader. But 
also reiterate judgment that this book not use- 
ful for the average adult Catholic reader. 


Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Warren, Harris Gaylord 
Herbert Hoover and the Great Depression 
University Press. Mar. 19, 1959. 372p. $7.00. 
a 
Because Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the New Deal 
brought about revolutionary changes many areas 


American life publishers have found profitable mar- 
ket for several books about the period between World 
War and World War II. Unfortunately Herbert 
Hoover and the Great Depression adds very little 
the published material readily available this period 
our history. Except perhaps for Hoover’s relations 
with Congress, the material has been better presented 
elsewhere. 


The author admittedly was severely handicapped 
not having access the Hoover papers Stanford 
University. Consequently relied tremendous 
mass published sources, without giving the reader 
any clear evaluation their reliability. The author 
creates impression confusion the large and 
small events and personages. 


The book cast Hoover the “symbol prosperity 
created enlightened economic statesmanship” for 
most the Twenties. “Identified with the best things 
the twenties, championed unpopular panaceas 
while convincing large proportion the people that 
was expert the knowledge their major prob- 
lems.” Hoover himself sincerely professed attitude 
favoring rugged individualism. Extension govern- 
ment was opposed danger the development 
the individual according his ability and equality 
opportunity. the help professional mud- 
slinging the Democrats, was viewed the public 
the cause much the misery the depression 
did not foresee, could not prevent, and did little that 
was effective alleviate. 


There enthusiasm the author’s style that forces 
the critical reader become constant skeptic 
defense objectivity. Summary judgments occasion- 
ally appear excessive, “Probably nothing was 
damaging Hoover’s reputation during his first two 
years the presidency his handling the tariff.” 
Again, “The Insull crash was catastrophic for the Hoo- 
ver Administration.” Perhaps unemployment and the 
stock-market crash may have had equally adverse 
effect Hoover’s reputation. This reviewer believes 
the author unnecessarily harsh his evaluation 
Hoover. 


There are minor assets for this book, including the 
sections Congress, and the concluding chapter. For 
the most part the book strongly personal, unsub- 
stantiated analysis skimming the surface many 
weighty controversial subjects. The book exasper- 
ating for those familiar with the matters discussed and 
meaningless for those who are not. There are many 
other better works the period both for the general 


reader and the expert. 
Joseph Maloney, 
Fordham University 


Scott, Robert Lee, Jr. 

Flying Tiger: Chennault China 
Doubleday. Mar. 19,1959. 285p. $3.95. (Ila) 
1937 Claire Chennault went China the 
request Madame Chiang Kai-shek who wanted the 
Chinese Air Force trained and organized meet 
the challenge agressive Japan. During the next 
years Chennault’s mission expanded far beyond the 
demands training officer since was play 


major role epochal fight against Japanese im- 
perialism, the Communst bloc, and host 
die-hard traditionalists American and British 
tical, diplomatic, and military circles. 

airman Chennault found himself persona non 
grata the Army Air Corps because his per- 
sistent advocacy the fighter plane pivotal stra- 
tegic weapon the overall concept air power. The 
tactics which Chennault taught and defended the 
20’s and 30’s were deemed too progressive and un- 
orthodox the United States but these very same 
tactics would later make his American Volunteer Group 
(the Flying Tigers) and the 14th Air Force the most 
efficient fighters the history air warfare. Europe 
during World War II, and later Korea, Chennault’s 
methods would become standard operating procedure 
for every major air power. 

Bob Scott, great air hero his own right, has written 
fitting tribute the personality, reputation, and ac- 
complishments his old boss. But this far more 
than biographical study. Scott has told much the 
recent China story which has mainly eluded historians 
and publicists for one reason another. 

China Chennault would become very much pre- 
occupied with the forces which had actually caused the 
China Government seek his services, and the forces 
which would later make his job more involved and 
virtually impossible complete achievement. Early 
his China experiences Chennault realized the malevo- 
lent character Japan’s territorial and economic ambi- 
tions the Asiatic mainland. appreciated the 
murderous designs the Communists China and 
their directors the Kremlin. More importantly 
Chennault understood the rationale Chiang Kai- 
shek’s struggle bring unity, strength, and integrity 
his country attain prominent position the 
community peaceable world powers. Chennault re- 
peatedly predicted the chaos today’s China unless 
Chiang received unqualified support from like-minded 
world leaders. 

Naturally Chennault inherited the same enemies 
Chiang Kai-shek since made common cause with 
that indefatigable fighter against the Japanese, the Rus- 
sians, and the Communists China. But beyond these, 
Chennault’s enemies (and the word “enemies” used 
advisedly since Chennault was and considered himself 
war) were also numerous widely separate 
places. There was General Joseph Stilwell who gave 
the Chinese Reds armies his unwitting but generous 
support their military and political drive against 
Chiang Kai-shek. Stilwell wasted years fighting two 
wars—one, hopeless and meaningless effort recap- 
ture Burma; the other, war against airplanes which 
seemed consider little more than expensive toys. 
General Clayton Bissell was one the most durable 
and incredible Chennault’s opponents. Arrogant, 
pompous, and obnoxious was the complete desk 
and chair warrior. military mind completely 
enmeshed red tape, Bissell’s concept strategic 
progress was outdated the cavalry. General George 
Marshall was probably the most formidable and 
effective foe Chennault’s. Marshall displayed the 
same myopic vision toward Chennault’s efforts China 
had toward MacArthur’s struggle the Pacific. 
Marshall, who fought two-front war one direction 
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from 1941 1945, climaxed his career with coup 
grace applied China with the ill-conceived attempt 
affect truce and compromise with Communist mili- 
tary and political forces 1947-48—the anti-climax 
his debacle would come when these same Red forces 
attacked MacArthur Korea few years later. 


Chennault’s opponents were legion the Pentagon, the 
State Department, the Kremlin, amongst British diplo- 
matists and militarists, and amongst rear-echelon opera- 
box generals the Allied and United Nations. But 
Chennault was not without friends and supporters. 
The tremendous accomplishments the AVG, the 
14th Air Force, and National China (before 1947) were 
attributable great part the efforts President 
Roosevelt; Secretary Morgenthau; presidential advisor, 
Tom Corcoran; Wendell Willkie; airmen Merian 
Cooper, George Kenny, Bruce Holloway, Buzz Glenn, 
Casey Vincent, Curtis LeMay; Generals Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, Donovan, and Albert Wedemeyer; 
and, hundreds American and Chinese flying officers 
and mechanics who learned their lessons well from 
their comrade and boss, Chennault. 
Although the supporters Chennault were many and 
important, they had their efforts wasted the ulti- 
mate China story. Their counterparts, whatever their 
differences other matters, seemed determined 
destroy Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist China mat- 
ter what the evil alternative might be. Their early vic- 
tory propaganda warfare proved devastating 
Chiang Kai-shek’s aspirations. 
Scott has done great justice the outline the Chen- 
nault and China stories few others have done. Repu- 
tations many esteemed names are shattered and de- 
servedly any candid appraiser the China situa- 
tion today will agree. Somebody created the condition 
wherein Nationalist China confined the refuge 
Taiwan, tens millions Chinese lives have been 
sacrificed the lust Communist butchery, more than 
100,000 American casualties were suffered against Red 
armies Korea, while freedom and religion the 
Chinese mainland have been ruthlessly smothered under 
the materialistic oppression the Kremlin’s stooges. 
Flying Tiger certainly one the greatest adventure 
stories our times. But just certainly will receive 
either the silent the abusive treatment from most 
the critical media our country. The truth Scott’s 
work bound hurt too many sacred bulls our 
china closet. this mixed metaphor compares 
favorably with the mixed-up treatment accorded the 
true China story since 1945 American books, press 
media, and government publications. Rememebr Ache- 
son’s White Paper! 

Francis Gannon, 

Milton, Massachusetts 


Howarth, Day: The Sixth June, 1944 
McGraw-Hill. Mar. 23,1959. 251p. $4.95. 


This book military history, nor newspaper- 
mans’ account event military history. The 
general background the invasion France 1944 
filled in; but the method narration, instead 
being one broad perspective, tell the stories 
relatively few men against that background. Mr. How- 
arth, chronological order, tells the landing time, 
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the preliminary airdrops, American, British and 
Canadian landings from the sea, the historic day 
when the “liberation Europe” was begun. each 
few individuals, the force engaged. These range 
from airborne generals lowest ratings. The effort 
made, each case, give the reader principally what 
that man saw, did, and thought during the first fateful 
hours the invasion. 
Despite the fact that, the author freely admits, the 
narrative names only few men and only few units, 
the effect the long planning, the multitudinous force, 
and the irresistible surge can perceived manner 
which many confusions, many doubts, and many 
blind moves persons are added victorious 
campaign. would appear that Mr. Howarth has, 
least most instances, had the benefit personal 
interview with his protagonists; where could not 
interview person, doubtless copious memoirs have 
been available; but all the persons observed lived 
through that day. 
This “layman’s book”; not encumbered with 
tive study joint operations. seeks only tell how 
men felt under fire one the most momentous days 
the history human warfare. For all its personali- 
zation, objective, does not exploit sensationalism,, 
and presents the native French and the enemy Germans 
well the invaders. Day can recommended 
anyone who wishes know “how was.” 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Head, Edith and Jane Ardmore 
The Dress Doctor 
Little, Brown. Mar. 249p. $3.95. (1) 


Edith Head, the title’s “Dress Doctor,” Paramount’s 
top costume and fashion designer, winner three 
Oscars, and guide millions bewildered women 
the Art Linkletter show. the collaboration 
Jane Kesner Ardmore, she tells her success story and 
has arrived our midst with all the fanfaronade which 
accompanies any Hollywood production: guest appear- 
ances the star radio and TV, advance notices 
the newspapers, etc. The build-up the same; the 
the same. you don’t mind the prosaic, 
breezy, literary style movie magazines; you care 
what Yul Brynner thinks about women’s clothes, (too 
self-conscious!); you must know who are the most 
effective clothes-horses filmdom; and you need 
guide for what wear such diverse gatherings 
garden parties and wrestling matches, say nothing 
skin-diving and second weddings, this for you. Movie 
fans and female adolescents all ages will probably 
enjoy Miss Head’s for me, stick Vogue. 
Miriam Quinn 


Tremayne, Penelope Below the Tide 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 16,1959. 192p. $3.00. 


Penelope Tremayne was peculiarly fitted accept 
job Field Worker for the Red Cross Cyprus. She 
spoke Greek not well but fairly fluently and, she 
said, could better understand and talk peasant 


than professor. Because this one qualification 
language, she was expected find penetrable spots 
and make others the barrier that always exists 
between peoples who have common language. Below 
the Tide account her year terrorist-ridden 
Cyprus, doing everything she could understand 
what this barrier was compounded. 


Miss Tremayne arrived Cyprus firmly believing, 
the strength what she had read newspapers, that 
the Cypriots wanted union with Greece and wanted 
very much. the spot, however, she became con- 
vinced that the average Cypriot “did not know, nor 
much want know, what all the fuss was about,” nor 
had any real interest the EOKA (National Or- 
ganization for the Struggle Cyprus). her opinion 
that word-of-mouth propaganda was startlingly success- 
ful and that the people were quoting, “whether they 
knew not.” She felt that the young men were 
enamoured with the idea that “to fight for liberty 
glorious” and liked think themselves “dashing 
members” EOKA. 

Miss Tremayne says that she speaks the “bottom 
levels society—by far the largest group.” was with 
these people that her Red Cross work brought her 
contact. She lived among them small village 
despite the warning from Army Security officer that 
her chances for survival were about seventy thirty. 


This the sort reporting that restores faith and 
confidence today’s writers—factual but warm, de- 
tailed but never burdensome; one-woman’s viewpoint, 
but impartial viewpoint humanly possible. 
Miss Tremayne reveals herself not only intel- 
lectual and mature writer but also very humane 
and courageous 


The recent signing London agreement concern- 
ing Cyprus makes Below the Tide timely reading, and 
students modern world history should read this for 
background material. Armchair travelers will welcome 
this addition their libraries. Vocation counselors 
might hand this young women seeking career advice 
even though Miss Tremayne concerned primarily 
with the people Cyprus. Anyone who enjoys read- 
ing just for the sake beautifully done and sincere 
piece writing will recommend this book both 
friend and foe. 
Carmen Collier 


Russell, Beatrice Living State 
McKay. Mar. 23,1959. 272p. $3.95. (I) 


Beatrice Russell, young and attractive wife young 
and attractive Foreign Service Officer Earle Russell, has 
written book which the State Department should 
mighty grateful for. It’s honest account the early 
years the lives young couple who know what 
they are doing, why they are doing it, and who recognize 
and appreciate their own responsibilities. ex- 
cellent publicity for government department which 
has had good bit unfavorable criticism. 


Earle Russell, Foreign Serivce “brat” himself, wante 

Foreign Service Officer. Early his acquaint- 
ance with Beatrice told her his plans and she 
promptly rearranged her college classes include such 
projects French and Economics which she thought 
would useful for the wife young FSO. due 


course they were married, Russ got his Master’s degree 
Foreign Affairs from George Washington University 
and received his first assignment Addis Ababa, Ethi- 
opia. They got off fine start there with Beatrice 
knocked out the altitude and dysentery. the 
end their two-year stay, they had learned much, had 
some fascinating and some not-so-fascinating experi- 
ences, and were completely sold life the Foreign 
Service. There followed home leave, which turned 
out not quite all they had expected; 13-month 
assignment Tunisia; then reassignment the Arabic 
Language School Washington; and new assignment 
Beirut, Lebanon. 

This glamorous story high-scale living exotic 
foreign countries. But Mrs. Russell has done her coun- 
try real service. obvious flag-waving, she has 
shown that the Foreign Service career man must have 
deeep and genuine love for his country. Admittedly 
both glamor and adventure may present this 
work, depending the assignments, but neither glamor 
nor adventure, and certainly not the pay, would make 
the work worth the difficulties, complications, hard 
work and headaches involved. This only small 
answer The Ugly American; but one can sincerely 
hope that the dedication found such young people 
the Russells may duplicated the upper brackets 
the service well. This particularly recommended 
for high school students both propaganda and voca- 


tional material. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Van Doren, Mark The Last Days Lincoln 
Hill Wang. Feb. 152p. $3.75. 

Ever since Mark Van Doren became member the 
Department English Columbia University 1920, 
has wielded considerable influence both teacher 
and writer. His Collected Poems, for which won 
the Pulitzer Prize 1940, attests the excellence his 
poetry, while his recently published Autobiography 
demonstrates the power and charm his prose. Both 
these literary skills are beautifully blended The Last 
Days Lincoln, impressive and poignant play which 
reflects Van Doren’s life-long interest and devotion 
his hero. 

Convinced that “his (Lincoln’s) story shrunk into one 
drop bitter and sweet and the end his 
life was what mattered,” the playwright focuses the 
last weeks before Lincoln’s death and the conflict over 
whether surrender terms should harsh generous. 
The play reveals many facets Lincoln’s complex per- 
sonality—his power, tenacity and tolerance are demon- 
strated his struggle with the radicals, Stanton, Sum- 
ner, Wade and Chandler; his vision, humor, and prac- 
ticality unfold his scenes with Grant; his gentleness, 
compassion and uncertainty are evident his con- 
versations with his wife, Mary, and his old friend, 
Joshue Speed. Although the other characters speak 
blank verse all Lincoln’s lines are prose and Mr. 
Van Doren intentionally makes that prose more com- 
pelling and beautiful than the poetry. 

Reading this play fulfilling literary and emotional 
experience for has sweep, tragic beauty, depth and 
human warmth. However, Mr. Van Doren will have 
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make extensive revisions before these qualities can 
projected the theatre—many the speeches are 
too long and complex and frequently the conflict 
simply talked about instead being demonstrated 
through action. One sincerely hopes these revisions 
will made and the play will produced the near 


future. However, until that happy day arrives don’t 
deny yourselves the joy reading The Last Days 
Lincoln. 
Sister Gregory, 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Hechinger, Fred The Big Red Schoolhouse 
Doubleday. 240p. $3.95. 

Among the many books the reconstruction the 
American public school system, this the most sane 
and penetrating analysis and constructive its sug- 
gestions. Mr. Hechinger presents excellent com- 
parison the school systems the United States and 
the U.S.S.R. begins with the history the Russian 
school system, pointing out that before the Russian 
Revolution 1917 there were some excellent schools 
Russia which were enrolled eight million children. 


the 1920’s the U.S.S.R. went overboard for “learning 
doing.” The intellectual aim the former schools 
gave way the “Whole Child” concept, kind 
“Progressive Education” bearing earmarks the Ameri- 
can variety. The authority the teacher was replaced 
the tyranny youth. the the party leaders 
liquidated the progressives, restored the authority 
the teacher and the subject-centered curriculum with 
the sole objective training for the state. 

Russian education again changing. adopted 
ganization and administration similar that France 
and Germany, but never achieved the universality 
education the former the quality the latter. 
task achieving quality, (brought the attention 
the world Sputnik), now being supplanted 
the problem what with the many youth pre- 
pared for the university who can not used the 
totalitarian state. 


The professional student does not want labor even 
for the state. How can the very best chosen, edu- 
cated, placed appropriately and the same time gradu- 
ally increase the average level schooling for all? 


There are several chapters devoted comparison 
the American and Soviet educaitonal institutions. 
summary chapter treats reconstructive efforts for 
the American people. They lie control, the im- 
proved curriculum, placing first things first and find- 
ing the guts insist upon and make the changes. 
One can easily agree with Paul Woodring who wrote 
the Introduction that antidote complacency 
this easily the most important book education 


the post-Sputnik era. 
Lennon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


« « 


Knott, Peter Demon the North 
Knopf. Feb. 16,1959. 260p. $5.00. 


Every often one comes across interesting tale 
natural history which serves remind one the 
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tremendous fascination inherent the lives animals. 
Here Austrian naturalist has summarized his studies 
much maligned marauder, the wolverine, inti- 
mate and folksy fashion dispel much the folklore 
surrounding this devastating beast. Trained fores- 
ter, Peter Knott began business collecting and 
supplying wild animals, especially those Scandinavia, 
European and American Zoos. the course his 
work encountered the Wolverine, capturable only 
cub, and was soon led try domesticating them. 
succeeded rearing several; after which began 
his main work, the study the wolverine its natural 
environment, national forest Sweden. Here 
studied the tupu, called them, mainly from 
specimens which had reared, domesticated and re- 
leased. succeeds considerably embellishing the 
otherwise shady reputation predatory animal and 
contributes much the understanding its natural 
history. interesting book which can recom- 
mended for pleasant reading. 


Wright, Constance Madame Lafayette 
Mar. 30, 1958. 280p. $4.50. 


one the opening pages this book, the author 
notes that recently great number documents con- 
cerning Adrienne Lafayette were discovered. Until 
these can sorted and made available scholars, 
absolutely definitive life Madame Lafayette can 
written. Nevertheless, the research behind this book 


such assure that reasonably complete. Miss 


Wright has previously written Lafayette, 
Chance for Glory, account the vain attempt 
rescue him from Olmiitz prison, and she must re- 
garded expert her field. 


Adrienne Noailles married Gilbert Lafayette 
1774, when she was fourteen and sixteen. The mar- 
riage, arranged the two families, was unite two 
the most outstanding branches French nobility, and 
the amazing thing the love which grew between them. 
Adrienne’s devotion her husband becoming the 
strongest, most compelling force her life, though she 
did not neglect her four children and was fact 
devoted mother. 


From the end the American Revolution until the 
outbreak the French, Adrienne shared her husband’s 
liberal interests, and his efforts right both social and 
economic wrongs France. With the coming the 
revolution became target hate for both rebels 
and aristocrats—too conservative for the one, too liberal 
for the other. During the long years his imprison- 
ment his wife spared nothing her efforts have him 
or, failing that, share his lot. Included 
were many fruitless appeals the American govern- 
ment. She finally succeeded being allowed 
the Olmiitz prison, where she and her daughters Anas- 
tasie and Virgine lived with Lafayette for two years. 
was here she contracted the disease the blood that 
was end her life. 


After Lafayette’s release, was Adrienne who wrote 
letters, visited important officials and finally persuaded 
the Napoleonic government allow Lafayette back 
France, with some degree freedom. She died 
forty-seven, her two outstanding characteristics being 


her devotion the Church and her love Lafayette. 
Madame Lafayette, Miss Wright brings her many 
characters life, even the minor ones, and writes 
them with apparent ease. The book may recom- 
mended the general reader, and particular high 
school and college students eighteenth century French 


history. 
Mary, Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Views Soviet Russia 


Stevenson, Adlai Friendly Enemies 
Harper. Mar. 102p. $2.95. 

Mr. Stevenson made tour Russia during the sum- 
mer 1958, thirty-two years after his previous visit 
that country. His report, subtitled Learned 
Russia,” worthy the consideration every Ameri- 
can, for shrewd and sensible and interprets obser- 
vations the people, from Kruschev moujikh, and 
the scene with objectivity that never becomes 
either maudlin myopic. His insistence that Russia, 
and the Soviet dominated satellites, (for the U.S.S.R. 
must inevitably considered empire since the 
coups the post-world war period), poses greater 
threat the economic and political sphere than 
does the military something our diplomats and 
government generally must learn present and future 
policy effective. Mr. Stevenson’s book not 
mere travelogue. experienced politician and one 
with the talent for statesmanship, capable cor- 
relating his observations and interpreting them for his 
fellow countrymen with clarity and cogency. Recom- 
mended adult readers, including senior high school 


students. 


Rau, Santha Rama Russian Journey 
Harper. Feb. 25,1959. 300p. $4.50. (I) 


rare occasions concur with the (dust jacket) 
blurbs. Though this one those occasions, little 
more expected me. Suffice say that Rus- 
sian Journey was much more satisfying than the more 
ponderous analyses the scholars and political ob- 
servers. 


1957 the author, Mrs. Faubion Bowers, her husband, 
and her five-year-old son and his colored nurse spent 
three months the Soviet Union. many ways this 
combination was small glimpse American blending: 
American white husband, Indian wife and mother, 
negro friend and domestic, and universal child. 
also opened many doors and introduced many friends 
country where neither doors open nor friends are 
made easily during leisurely visit without political 
purpose. The result narration what happened 
during those days and evenings Moscow, Leningrad 
and without statistics, predictions pre- 
tentions 

Friends the Embassy introduced them officials; 
friend the Ministry Culture arranged interviews 
and theatre tickets. The little boy brought out the 
parental instinct perfect strangers and enabled the 
author learn Russian attitudes toward children. Most 


interesting, however, were their relations with the 
“Communist generation,” both the serious student and 
the more opportunistic type. They listened Soviet 
hopes and disappointments, enjoyed “evening out” 
guided young Russians, entertained them turn, 
and spent “evening in” with Russian family. 
conclusion may drawn from these experiences and 
observed contrasts Soviet life, would that the 
ordinary Russian warm-hearted and friendly but ter- 
ribly bored with the drabness Communist life even 
the centers like Moscow and Leningrad. The official 
atmosphere “altogether too genteel permit either 
quarrel genuine exchange views” (p. 147), 
while the elite (artists, writers, actors) “talked only 
about Russia and their work, and sometimes about trip 
one the ‘friendly’ countries” (p. 166) which made 
dealing with them tedious task indeed. 


These very readable glimpses Soviet life have the 
ring authenticity. the blurb says, may be, 
she comes closer many human truths than those who 
qualify experts affairs state. Certainly she 
entertaining and instructive guide.” 


Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordam University 


Main Street, U.S.S.R. 


Levine, Irving 


Doubleday. 408p. $4.50. 


Irving Levine has been accredited radio and tele- 
vision correspondent the U.S.S.R. since 1956. Those 


who have heard his answers Americans N.B.C.’s 
Monitor program will recognize these same answers, 
expanded and elaborated, the pages his book. 
However, unlike his broadcasts, his book makes use 
two kinds material: (1) facts events which depict 
the day day life the average Soviet citizen, and 
(2) summaries which outline more general topics. Un- 
fortunately, the inclusion the latter the book can- 
not considered happy. Materials, already well- 
known excerpted from Soviet books, journals and 
papers, make the major portion these summaries. 
They offer nothing new. example, chapter 
may cited. devoted the Soviet political sys- 
tem even though titled “The Four Percent Bracket.” 
The entire chapter based what has appeared 
Pravda, the journal Party Life (Partinaya zhizn’), the 
fundamentals the Communist Party, etc., right down 
the recently much-discussed book 


Irving Levine could have written this and similar por- 
tions the book without having left New York. Despite 
his long stay Moscow, some his assertions are still 
quite imaginative. Thus states, “From time time 
the Communit Party feels compelled justify the 
existence only one political party ,without legal oppo- 
sition.” (p. 55). follows this with dispropor- 
tionately long quotation from Gorkin (twenty plus 
lines), which purports explain the reasons for only 
one party the Soviet Union. 

First all, the Soviet leadership has made this point 
daily propaganda task. does not advert only 
“from time time.” 


Secondly, Levine’s citation definitely secondary 
source, Gorkin, incredibly weak the face the 


SELLERS 


dominant Soviet “Theory the necessary domination 
the Communist Party,” which has been included 
textbooks law and government and other political 
works since before the establishment Stalin’s dic- 
tatorship. 


the other hand, the author’s impressions daily 
Soviet life are interesting and profitable. Wouldn’t 
have been better for the author confine himself 
this aspect his story, especially since there have been 
many more scholarly and competent commentaries 
the history, politics, and agriculture the U.S.S.R. 
American and west European authorities? 


Constantine Krypton, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordam University 


Schakovsky, Zinaida The Privilege Was Mine 
Putnam. Jan. 30,1959. 318p. $4.00. 

This chronicle the author’s observations during 
ten month visit the Soviet Union 1957-1958. The 
author’s position the wife western diplomat and 
her thorough knowledge the Russian language, com- 
bined with desire completely objective, make 
this book fine example its field. 


The author includes many poignant descriptions 
Soviet life Soviet citizens. example there 
the five page (pp. 67-72) report conversation with 
her taxi driver. her desire for objectivity she does 
not refrain from mentioning even awkward incidents 
when she offered cigarette woman Intourist 
guide Kiev and was told, “Decent women don’t 
smoke here.” (p. 312). 


Unfortunately the author not content with mere ob- 
servation but also attempts naive historical parallels. 
From the conversation with her loquacious taxi driver 
she concludes that present day conditions are similar 
conditions early Russia, when foreign princes were 
invited establish order Kievan Rus’. Regrettably, 
her political generalizations are times completely 
erroneous. She states that “The army was solidly 
his (Zhukov’s) hands” .100), whereas events have 
proven that the army was under the control the 
Central Committee the Communist Party. 


the postscript also the author for some unknown 
reason asserts that the real power behind the communist 
Leninist Institute. what does she base her con- 
the fact that the building housing this 
Institute more heavily guarded than the Kremlin! 
Moscow must contain many buildings that are not only 
more heavily guarded but also some about which 
westerners not even know! The histories Stalin 
and Krushchev show that the real power the Com- 
munist leaders found the relations the top 
leaders the Communist party, their alliances and 
personal influence within the party ranks. 


These shortcomings are offset the colorful anecdotes 
provided the author and the book should prove 
interesting and valuable students and future 
torians Russia. 

Constantine Krypton 
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Pocket Print and Reprint 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks 


Five Jean Anouilh’s plays, translations Lucienne 
Hill, Patricia Mayes, Lillian Hellman, and Louis Kron- 
enberger, are included volume the Hill and 
Wang Mermaid Dramabooks devoted the works 
this modern French playwright, (MD-13, $1.75; 
The plays are “The Lark,” “Ardelle,” “Restless Heart,” 
“Time Remembered” and Colombe” The 
William Archer translations are used Ibsen: The 
Last Plays, (MD-14, $1.45; they are “Little Eyolf,” 
“John Gabriel Borkman,” “When the Dead Awaken.” 
College and Little Theatre groups will welcome these 
texts Shaw’s Dramatic Criticism, (D-17, $1.45; IIa), 
selected and edited John Matthews. The com- 
ment appeared The Saturday Review from 1895 
1898, when GBS was its drama new and 
very readable translation Apollonius’ Rhodes The 
Voyage the Argo (The Argonauts) should make this 
thrilling adventure epic more popular and better ap- 
preciated not only antiquity, (3rd century B.C.), 
but smashing good story, (Penguin L-85, $0.95; I). 


Leon Trotsky’s history The Russian Revolution has 
been excerpted and edited Dupee, (Anchor 
A-170, $1.45; big pocketful, 524 pages, and 
course from Bolshevist point view; history classes 
will find valuable, with its index and 
Henry Adams’ admirable essays Mont St. Michel 
and Chartres, (A-166, $1.25; IIa), one the best 
Anchorbook contributions recent 
Masters, part the uncompleted series changes 
20th century England, (Anchor 162, $1.25; IIa) ... 
Aldous Huxley’s brash first novel, Crome Yellow, 
(Bantam AC-22, $0.35; IIb) and Somerset 
Maugham’s The Moon and Sixpense, (Bantam AC-25, 
$0.35; IIb), will interest chiefly literature students 
examples period genre now considerably outmoded 

Most generally appealing new Penguin-Pelican 
titles French Country Cooking Elizabeth David, 
(PH-43, $0.85; I), herewith heartily and unreservedly 
recommended every cook and would-be 
History New Zealand Keith Sinclair, (Pelican 
A-344, $0.95; I), makes interesting and informative 
and bibliography and index makes valuable 
reference work Geography and World Affairs 
Cole enlivened maps and charts, contains 
selected list references and indexed, (S-174, 
$0.95; IIa) Annette Laming’s study Lascaux, 
(A-419, $1.25; the famous caves where prehistoric 
paintings and engravings deck the stone walls and roof 
isin translation Eleanore Armstrong. Photographs 
and drawings enhance the text. 


Loren Eiseley’s essays the evolution man, The 
Immense Journey, (Modern Library $0.95; 
insists the design and “organization’ which guided 


the process; the style lucid and lean Duveen 
Behrman, (P-49, $0.95; I), reprint the life 
one the most interesting and influential art dealers 
recent times Two Great Plays, one Christo- 
Isherwood, “The Dog Beneath the Skin”; one 
Auden, “The Ascent F-6, (P-48, $0. 95; 
May cause some discussion the meaning “great”; 

seems present writing more than 


“significant” The Young Caesar Rex Warner, 
(Mentor MD-254, $0.50; IIa), reprint brilliantly 
evoked life Julius Caesar the end his con- 
sulship and the eve the invasion Gaul The 
Religions Man Huston Smith, (MD-259, $0.50; 
III), seem sto have the underlying notion that all reli- 
gious faiths are equal value and equal invalidity; 
exposition the varieties religious belief is, 
the main, objective enough but seems remarkably 
skimpy Christianity and Judaism Your Child’s 
Mind and Body Flanders Dunbar, M.D., (P-46, 
$0.95; IIa), has the approval and recommendation 
the American Medical Association. Tables refer- 
ence, bibliography and index make the volume handy 
and practical. 


Three new Canterbury Books from the Sheed and 
Ward company merit your attention: Pattern Scrip- 
ture, set three essays Cecily Hastings, Vincent 
Rochford, and Alexander Jones, ($0.75; The 
Bible the Church Bruce Vawter, C.M., ($0.75; 

and Testament, volume poems John Fandel, 


($0.95; 
Mystery and Suspense 


Mary Roberts Rineharts’ The Man Lower Ten, (Dell 
D-276, $0.35; I), first mystified 1909; re-reprint 
Deadly Welcome first printing, (Dell B-127, $0.35; 
IIb), and the slug and sex school First appear- 
ance too Robert Dietrich’s The House Street, 
(Dell A-175, $0.25; IIb), also mixes sex, suspicion and 
snooping The Naked City Stirling Silliphant 
novelization dramas currently appearing 
series the same name, (Dell A-180, $0.25; ... 
Other originals, (not reprints), include the following: 
Ride the Nightmare Richard Matheson, (Ballantine 
301-K, $0.35; desperadoes terrorizing suburban 
home Doorway Death Dan Marlowe, (Avon 
T-307, $0.35; IV), tough hotel detective and cheap 
sensationalism The Night Was Made for Murder 
Will Cotton, (Avon T-306, $0.35; IIb), which also 
involves kidnapping and murder and sadism Harry 
Olesker’s Now Will You Try for Murder, (Dell 996, 
$0.25; IIa), kills off quiz program contestant, which 
makes outdated already George Bagby’s Cop 
Killer, (Dell 997, $0.25; IIa), was noted here 270, 
vol. William Mole’s Shadow Killer, (Dell 
D-272, $0.35; Ila), was noted 159, vol. 16, under its 


original title, Small Venom. 


Westerns, Wild and Otherwise 
Not novel, but more interesting than dozen Buffalo 


Bill and the Wild West Sell and Wen- 
bright, factual account “the last the great scouts” 
who also was showman with tent show that was 
internationally famous, (Signet KD-362, $0.50; 
The Raiders Richard Ferber, (Dell A-174, $0.25; 
original about outlaw gang and relentless 
lawman, you can call that original after all these 
whoop-n-shooters Apache Wells Robert Steel- 
man, (Ballantine 294-K, $0.35; original that 
tries emphasize character through action telling 
the efforts the Boston settle “The 
Wells” Arizona Will Henry’s Reckoning 
Yankee Flat, (Bantam A-1935, $0. I), chases down 
badman Montana around 1850. 


General Fiction 

Arthur Miller’s Focus, (Dell D-273, $0.35; IIb), was 
first published 1945; its theme anti-semitism 
the seems dubious recommendation for reprint- 
ing years later Cry for Happy George 
Campbell, (Bantam A-1899, $0.35; IIb), mixes sailors 
and geishas with little skill and small success 
William Haines’ The Hon. Rocky Slade, (Bantam 
A-1901, $0.35; IIb), the saga Senator who got 
Wolfgang Ott, (Dell F-73, $0.50; III), was noted 
here 362, vol. 17... The Price Courage, Korean 
war story Kurt Anders, (Bantam A-1908; $0.35; I), 
was noted here 224, vol. 17... The End War 
Edward Loomis, (Ballantine 300-K, $0.35; IIb), re- 
viewed publication 17, vol. The Midwich 
Cuckoos John Wyndham off-beat thriller, cf. 
399, vol. 17, (Ballantine 299-K, $0.35; 
Those Without Shadows Francoise Sagan, (Dell 
D-277, $0.35; IV), too thin and silly waste money 
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on, cf. 249, vol. Mrs. Mike and 
Freedman, (Bantam A-1904, $0.35; IIb), came out 
1947, cf. 196, vol. 6... Ulysses Nighttown drama- 
tization Marjorie Barketin section James 
Joyce’s novel, will please few paperback readers, (Mod- 
ern Library P-45, $0.95; III) the other hand, 
Young Doctor Randall Adeline McElfresh, (Bantam 
$0.25; will delight the soap and surgery opera 
ans. 


General Non-Fiction 


Thompson’s Battle for the Rhine Ballantine 
original covering the fight for the Siegfried Line area 
1945, (F-291-K, $0.50; Betty Bissell credited 
with compendium Home Cleaning, (Bantam 
A-1897, $0.35; I), handy have around the house for 
reference Mary Williams and Irene Kane have 
gotten out handbook for girls Becoming Woman, 
(Dell A-179, $0.35; IIa), which sensible enough but 


little weak motivation. 
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